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Editor’s Note: 

We’d like to thank thank Dan Davis of Victory Lane for supplying us 
with the race report content and other work by their noted authors 
and photographers. Please support them whenever you can and check 

out the actual articles here https://www.victorylane.com/!

A Message from President
Alex Rorke

Reflecting on VSCDA’s 2025 year and our plans for 2026 during a cold 
Chicago winter is the perfect way to gain perspective on where we have 
been, where we are now and where we are going.

John Kleen was VSCDA’s first President. Last year Vintage Spirit pub-
lished Part I of the enlightening history he wrote about VSCDA’s re-
markable formative years. (If you missed it last year, you can read 
the article by going to our website’s Vintage Spirit archives and 
tapping/clicking Winter 2025.)  Thanks to John’s writing we learned 
about notable events like securing that all-important September date 
for the first vintage race weekend at Road America, leaders who became 
legendary in the vintage racing world such as George Bruggentheis, 
Chuck Maranto and Marv Primack, and the creation of VMC (the Vintage 
Motorsports Council) led now by our own Jim Donato.

This issue of Vintage Spirit features Part II of the VSCDA’s history. 
Former VSCDA Presidents, Chuck Maranto and John Golanty pick up the 
story roughly after John Kleen retired. This isn’t a spoiler, but the 
important themes of camaraderie, vintage spirit, our volunteer model, 
willingness to change and occasional epically extreme weather at Road 
America permeate their reporting. Those themes are foundational DNA 
of VSCDA. 

Our club’s future is dependent on bringing in new members who have the 
same enthusiasm and esprit as John, George, Chuck and Marv during our 
early years. They were also willing to change, whether it was expand-
ing car classifications, or means of communicating with potential new 
members, or finding ways to make racing more affordable. Demographic 
measures of costs and income make it clear that it is financially more 
difficult for today’s 25-35 year olds to afford racing than it did 
when most of us started.

In conjunction with Drivers School Co-Chairs Ellie Souder Lynch and 
Brian Lynch, we are launching two inter-related initiatives to address 
the affordability and new channels of communication issues. First, 
VSCDA is offering a special incentive to first time participants in 
the Drivers School: upon graduation, if they race at both Blackhawk 
and Grattan this year, those two races will be half price and the 
students will have VSCDA instructors for all three events(Marc Frost 
initiated an incentive program last year at Blackhawk).

Thanks especially to Chris Bonk and Sierra Sky Walker’s efforts, VSC-
DA’s social media presence on Facebook has become vibrant. To broaden 
our social media to reach younger constituents, we will start using 
Instagram and TikTok. Leah Bauer, Alex Schlesinger, Ed Hinsa, El-
lie and Brian Lynch have volunteered to be part of the first wave of 
clips. Their efforts are part of keeping VSCDA vital. 

The Drivers School promotion we are offering is a tremendous oppor-
tunity for future racers and VSCDA. You can help by mentioning it to 
your racing friends, forwarding clips to potential racers, volunteer-
ing to help with the Drivers School, identifying cars that can be 
rented for the school and most of all, by joining us in what should 
be an outstanding VSCDA racing season!
Looking forward to seeing you at GingerMan. Alex   
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Q. What tracks are on your 
bucket list?

A: Watkins Glen, Spa-Francor-
champs, Circuit de La Sartre (Le-
Mans)

Q. Do you have a favorite 
“racing” story or favorite 
racing recollections?

A: There are SO many, but one 
stands out. At our 2nd Blackhawk-
toberfest, John Salisbury, Dave 
Brown and I had an amazing race 
with multiple lead changes, yellow 
flags that bunched us up twice, 
and incredibly close, respectful 
racing. I have had corner work-
ers tell me it was the best vintage 
race they’ve ever seen. I have the 
utmost respect for both those driv-

ers, and to hookup like that for 15 
laps was an absolute blast.

Q. Favorite car you’ve driv-
en?  Street car? Race Car?
 A: I have a lot of miles in a lot 
of cars, as I also instruct at Black-
hawk Farms, It isn’t the fastest, but 
there is a favorite. My Ferrari 308. 
It isn’t the best handling, but the 
visceral feeling driving it  is my fa-
vorite. I’ve driven quite a few race 
cars, some with many more digits 
of horsepower and price, but my 
first Bugeye Sprite will always be 
my favorite. 

Q. What car are you dying 
to get an opportunity to 
drive or race?

A: Lotus 23B! 

Q. Have you ever had an 
on track accident?  What 
did you learn from that ex-
perience? 

A: The only contact I’ve had in 
VSCDA in 25 years of doing this 
was with a good friend’s Elva, Turn 
3a at Blackhawk, 2012. It was 
deemed a racing incident and mi-
nor damage, but I felt awful and 
carry that with me. The corner isn’t 
worth it. 

Q. What advice would you 
give to an up-and-coming 
racers?

A: Track time, track time, track time. 
Find a mentor, find consistency.
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Ron Soave
answers...
The VSCDA 
QUESTIONNAIRE.
Q. How did you get into 
racing?

A: I came to Illinois for a job inter-
view in 1998, and the company 
asked if I wanted to house hunt 
over the weekend. I informed them 
that attending the VSCDA ELVF 
was of far more interest. I met the 

Spridget racers, got back home 
and my incredibly supportive wife 
said “let’s go!”  3 years later I was 
in driver’s school.

Q. Did you follow racing in 
your childhood?

A: I grew up a few miles from 
where Mark Donohue lived for 
a while on Long Island. For my 
5th birthday, all I wanted was a 
checkered flag plastic helmet and 
gloves set at Toys R Us, so yes, I 
was infected young. 

Q. Do you have a racing 
hero or favorite racer who 
inspired you?

A: See above. I also was a huge 
Senna fan, although I’m horrible 
in the rain. And I hold Tazio Nu-
volari as the greatest driver of all 
time.

Q. What is your favorite 
track? Event?

A: Blackhawk Farms is a second 
home, but Ozarks has become my 
favorite track as a driver. 
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Ron - Top Step 
with Mason Hoeper



In his history of the origins of 
VSCDA and remembrances of 
his 11 years, Founder and Presi-

dent, John Kleen wrote “Retirement 
was not really that difficult a deci-
sion because right behind me was 
an outstanding group of Board 
members who would carry on:  
George Bruggenthies, Chuck Ma-
ranto, Tom Moore, Henry Adam-
son, John Golanty, Marv Primack 
and Bob Wismer.”  As it turned 
out five of those Board members 
would eventually have their turn as 
Club President. This next chapter 
covers the Presidencies of George 
Bruggentheis and Chuck Maranto.  

John was a hard act to follow.  
As Anatoly Arutunoff wrote us: 
“There’s a reason the membership 
at large has left club management 
for so long in the same hands: you 
guys have just been TOO damn 
good!”

At the beginning of 1990 the Club 
had 454 members. George and 
the Board scheduled five events 
for 1990: 
Lake Geneva Vintage Time Trials 
& Car Show
Annual Concours D’Elegance at 
the Saddle & Cycle Club
Vintage Grand Prix au Grattan
Elkhart  Lake Vintage Festival 
(ELVF)

This was the 6th running of the 
ELVF chaired by George Bruggen-
theis and assisted by the Milwau-
kee Region of the SCCA, featuring 
The British Vertical Grand Prix.  
As with previous ELVFs with their 
celebrated Grand Marshals, this 
event’s Grand Marshal was De-
nise McCluggage, an automotive 
writer (Competition Press) and 

well-known racer in cars ranging 
from MG TC’s to OSCA and For-
mula Jr.

Road America is one of the best 
and most historic tracks in the US. 
The fact that we originally had ac-
cess to it is heavily attributed to the 
efforts of George and Chuck Ma-
ranto.

According to Chuck:
“In mid 1983, John Kleen invited 
a small group of members, includ-
ing George and me, to his apart-
ment in Sandburg Village to dis-
cuss the future of the VSCDA. We 
discussed growth, expansion of 
events, dropping others, growing 

the club by offering venues that 
excited the members. Naturally, 
Road America was at the top of 
our list.

Off George and I went to Road 
America to secure a date for our 
hopefully crowning achievement, 
the Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival.  
It was a crazy idea.  The problems 
were two points: we had an un-
tested history of producing large 
events, and we had insufficient 

funds in the treasury.  We were 
told that the Club had to deposit 
$15,000 to hold open the Septem-
ber date that was offered to us.  It 
was painfully obvious that we both 
needed to kick in $7,500 each to 
make this work. RA accepted our 
check and the rest is history. This 
event has hosted some fantastic 
Grand Marshals and memories 
prior to the fifth running:
The all Bugatti race
The all Mercedes 300 SL race
Snow on Friday morning one year
IndyCar paid us to hold their event 
on Saturday

These were but a few of the VSC-
DA’s most memorable events as 
ELVF has come from humble be-
ginnings to a world class event 
thanks to many unnamed volun-
teers, companies and individuals 
that have supported us through 
the years. A few that come to mind 
in the early years were Tom Snell-
bach of the Last Detail, John Wein-
berger from Continental Motors, 
Baurlie Aurosport, and PHP Race 
Engines. Certainly there were oth-
ers but my memory fails me.”

Previous ELVF Grand Marshals in-
cluded:
Fred Wacker
Rene Dreyfus
John Fitch and Paul O’Shea

1991 and 1992 race events in-
cluded:
Blackhawk
Lake Geneva Time Trials
Grattan
ELVF.

The 1991 ELVF Grand Marshal 
was Bob Tullius.

VSCDA HISTORY
(1990-1995)

Continued History Lessons from Our Esteemed Past Presidents
By Chuck Maranto and John Golanty

“There is not one Vin-
tage Organization out 
there that gives more 
pleasure and bang 
for your buck than the 
VSCDA.  Thank you 
all who have support-
ed this great Associa-
tion.”
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Drivers Meeting
Alpine Valley Hill Climb

April 19th 1980



After three years, and with 
mounting outside responsibilities, 
George resigned from his Presi-
dency – although for years after 
was the ELVF Event Chairman; the 
Club’s most profitable and suc-
cessful event.

Chuck Maranto took over the Pres-
idency in 1993.  Blackhawk (with 
longtime Chairman Ray Freiwald), 
Grattan (with longtime Chairman 
Phil Cull), and ELVF continued to 
draw strong attendance. 

Among the many new members 
for 1994 were Jim Donato, Mike 
Kaske, Barb and Bernie Nevoral, 
Al Petkus, and Joel Sible.

The 1995 ELVF was a huge hit 
again (thanks George) with the 40 
year celebration of Road America 
with Frank Nichols in attendance. 
It also featured the Monoposto sin-
gle seat open-wheel cars and His-
toric Trans-Am.  David Hobbs was 
the Grand Marshal.

Although Chuck resigned from the 
Presidency at the end of 1995, 
one of his most significant contri-
butions to the Club came to frui-
tion the following year.  As Chuck 
recounts:

“One other event that I am proud 
to have been part of was the Chil-
dren’s Museum Vintage Gran Prix. 
Held at Raceway Park in Indy, with 
the help of Jim Donato, we put to-
gether some phenomenal Satur-
day evening events. They included 
the following: Indianapolis Chil-
dren’s Museum privately opened 
for our members only. We were 
proud to raise over $40,000 for 
the museum
Open house at Walker IndyCar 
race shop
Driving IMS at speed with police 
escort from the track to the IMS
Open house at Robke’s WW2 Mu-
seum featuring all sorts of Machin-
ery and a real Apollo 4 space-
craft.”

As one who drove a Lotus 11 from 
IRP to IMS with a police escort 
down Crawfordsville Road, I can 
attest that the police encouraged 
speeds in excess of 100mph to get 
us off the road as quickly as possi-
ble (John Golanty)

Chuck also states:
“Allow me to leave you with one 
final thought: 
There is not one Vintage Organi-
zation out there that gives more 
pleasure and bang for your buck 
than the VSCDA.  Thank you all 
who have supported this great As-
sociation.”
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“I can attest that the 
police encouraged 
speeds in excess of 
100mph to get us off 
the road as quickly as 
possible.”

Chuck Maranto, Henry Adamson, and John Kleen



In 1996, the Presidency of the 
club was turned over to Henry 
Adamson, Charter  Member, 

Board member, historian, news-
letter editor, and track announcer.  
For those who have the misfortune 
of not having met Henry, he was 
all-knowing regarding all forms 
of racing since the Hyde Park to 
Evanston first event in 1895, clas-
sic foreign luxury and race cars, 
Grand Prix racers’ public and pri-
vate lives, wooden boats, guns, 
guitars, and any other subject you 
cared to discuss with him.  This is 
neither hyperbole nor cynicism, 
but actual fact. It is hard to imag-
ine another person with Henry’s 
encyclopedic memory and the 
accuracy of his recall. While at 
the microphone during our races, 
Henry spent little time discussing 
who was where in the field and, 
instead, spun stories of who raced 
similar cars in Europe, at what 
tracks, in what years, how they 
fared, and occasionally who their 
mistresses were. In addition, he 
was an all-around good guy who 
will be remembered and missed 
by all who knew him.

Other key members of the club 
included Bill Dentinger, Treasurer; 
Jon Forsberg, Chief of Tech (tak-
ing over duties from Mack Bess-
er); Paul Fitzsimmons, newsletter 
editor; Bill Dalton who ran the pit 
lane; and Judy Cull who ran the 

business office.  In addition, nu-
merous volunteers chaired and/
or supported the race events, the 
driving school (Al Petkus/John 
Welch), the annual dinner (Jack 
Liess), timing/scoring, and cor-
ner worker arrangements.  Some 
of the longtime event chairmen 
were Phil and Judy Cull, Chuck 
Maranto, George Bruggentheis, 
Ray Freiwald, and John Welch. 
John Weinberger hosted Open 
Houses at Continental Motors.  In 
short, many of the club members 
gave back to the club by contrib-
uting their time to the success of its 
operations.  Club enthusiasm was 
exceptionally strong.  Membership 
was growing rapidly during this 
time, increasing from about 400 
to about 800.

In 1996 we lost Sandy MacAr-
thur. In the March, ’97 newsletter, 
Henry Adamson wrote a tribute 
to Sandy and mentioned the or-
igin of the weekly lunches in the 
northern suburbs which, in the 
late ‘80’s, included Sandy, Henry, 
Wally Mitchell, Gary Applebaum, 
Bill Kasper, John Clementsen, Ed 
Wachs, Hugh Christian, Bob Mer-
rifield, Graham Bowkett, and Dick 
Cavanaugh.  In 2025, John Cle-
mentsen continues to occasionally 
join the current attendees for lunch 
and we hope to see him often in 
the years to come.  The tradition 
continues, with the core of attend-

ees being current or past VSCDA 
members.

In addition to the usual venues, 
1996 saw racing at Indianapolis 
Raceway Park (IRP) in support of 
the Children’s Museum (over $80k 
raised) – thanks to the efforts of 
Chuck Maranto, and 1998 and 
1999 featured racing in the down-
town streets of Grand Rapids as a 
support event for their Trans-Am 
week-end – thanks to the efforts 
of Phil and Judy Cull.  The unique 
vintage racecars generated much 
fan excitement versus the look 
alike Trans-Am cars.

During this time the Board made 
the strategic decision to increase 
its cash surplus to one year’s op-
erating income. By the end of 
1999, the club was half-way 
there.  Treasurer Bill Dentinger in-
vested surplus funds into 1 year 
CDs with staggered due dates and 
the interest from the CDs contrib-
uted greatly to the increase in the 
surplus.  The decision to increase 
the surplus was a hedge against 
the possibility of a downturn in the 
economy and, with the Dot-Com 
recession of 2001 and the great 
recession of 2007-9 when entries 
were down substantially, VSCDA 
was able to weather the storm.

Starting in 2000, I took over the 
title of President. I was a longtime 
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board member, club Secretary, 
group rep, and member of the 
Driver’s Committee.

In 2000, Alan Kupferschmid wrote 
a note to the Board that said in 
part (and out of context):

“I’ve been a member of this orga-
nization for about 20 years and 
have watched it grow from a mere 
handful of guys who wanted to do 
a little wheel-to-wheel dicing and 
have some fun, into a really BIG 
group of guys who want to do 
more of the same….

During the time I’ve spent with 
the members of VSCDA, I have 
focused on the following simple 
things; camaraderie, racing eti-
quette, improving my racing line 
and appreciating the diversity of 

cars and their drivers…”

This in a nutshell perfectly states 
the original VSCDA club philoso-
phy and it was gratifying to see it 
espoused 20 years after the found-
ing of the club.

I recall my tenure as one in which 
the many volunteers worked tire-
lessly (and often unrecognized) 
to run each event smoothly while 
providing racers with gratifying 
experiences through copious track 
time and off-track extras.

Judy Cull ran the business office 
and handled all registrations with 
superb efficiency. Phil Cull worked 
behind the scenes to help attract 
outside corner workers, grid work-
ers, timing and scoring, and Chief 
stewards – many from local SCCA 

organizations.

In 2002, our long time Tech Direc-
tor, Jon Forsberg, passed away at 
way too young an age.  Over 1/3 
of the club membership contribut-
ed to a fund to help the family with 
expenses during his illness.

Long time newsletter editor Paul 
Fitzsimmons continued to solic-
it fabulous articles from racers, 
event chairmen, and others that 
provided written entertainment in 
addition to the race results.  Bill 
Dalton continued to provide long 
interesting articles titled Pitlane, 
even as he took over Chief of Tech 
duties.

Speaking of Bill Dalton, once I 
learned of his rock and roll life as 
guitarist for the Royal Teens and 

Alpine Valley Hill Climb 1978

VSCDA HISTORY
(1996-2003)

By John Golanty



co-writer of Short Shorts at 16 or 
17, I spent hours listening to sto-
ries of his touring in the 50’s with 
the likes of the Everly Brothers, 
Frankie Avalon, Jackie Wilson, 
and others. I was able to coerce 
Bill into writing up his experienc-
es and publishing them in a series 
of articles called The Road in the 
newsletter.  Despite the novelty na-
ture of Shorts Shorts, Bill was an 
extremely talented guitar player 
who recorded many CD’s later in 
life.

New event chairpersons were Alan 
Kupferschmid, Ricky del Rosario, 

and Shirley Murray.  Pat and Clay 
Brayton managed the regalia tent. 
Bob Shedd became was Chief 
Driving Instructor following a long 
stint with M.L. Hilliard.

In 2002, we held an event at a 
new venue – the Mid-America 
Motorplex – near Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. After one year the event 
was dropped in order to add Mid-
Ohio to the list of venues.

The early 2000’s were marked 
by substantial competition from 
other vintage groups – especially 
SVRA.  However, we maintained a 

substantial advantage by being a 
not-for-profit organization.  Most 
of our competitors were for prof-
it and priced entry fees at higher 
levels.  The racing is for our mem-
bers – we do not put on spectator 
shows. As new members joined, 
many of them had cars that were 
newer than our cut-off date.  This 
led to numerous Board discussions 
about how and when to expand 
our eligibility guidelines.

From the club’s inception, the cut-
off date for qualified cars was 
January 1, 1964. In 1997, this 
was extended to 1974 for certain 
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Henry Adamson at Blackhawk Farm

Monoposto cars to enable the Mo-
noposto Register to race with us.  A 
couple of years later, the Production 
Cars were changed to include mod-
els to 1972.  In addition Formula 
Fords and an Exhibition Class were 
added with newer historic racers.

In 2002, definitions of the exist-
ing classifications were modified 
to reduce speed differentials with-
in classes and to better manage 
class sizes.  Transponders were re-
quired beginning with 2003 (ex-
cept Group 1).

In 2004, the presidency was hand-
ed over to Bob Wismer.

Henry Adamson & Bob Wismer

Henry Adamson & John Golanty



Drivers of the Year

�1983	 Jack Mayes
1984	 George Bruggentheis
1985	 Mack Besser
1986	 Bob Zallinger
1987	 Bill Dentinger
1988	 Stuart Cannes
1989	 Berny Montag
1990	 Tom Churchill
1991	 Chuck Maranto
1992	 Joe Buchmiller
1993	 Bob Wismer
1994	 John Welch
1995	 Kevin Smith
1996	 Don Brick
1997	 Mike Besic
1998	 Rick Gurolnick
1999	 Rick Cook
2000	 Matt Primack
2001	 Barb Nevoral
2002 	Ken Suhre

Art Bly Distinguished Service Award

1980 	 Joe Pearson
1981	 Hal Ullrich
1982	 Art Bly
1983	 Tom Moore
1984	 Dave Crevie
1985	 Henry Adamson
1986	 Bea Knoezer
1987	 Ray Freiwald
1988	 Marv Primack
1989	 Rick Scalero
1990	 Bob Woodward, Jr.
1991	 Mack Besser
1992	 Maureen O’Keefe
1993	 John Kissinger
1994	 Donna & Harold Teeter
1995	 Shirley Murray
1996	 Carl Jensen
1997	 Bob Wismer
1998	 Bill Dentinger
1999	 Phil Cull
2000	 Bill Dalton
2001	 Pat & Clay Brayton
2002 	Rick Gurolnick

	 Event Chair			  Grand Marshal		  Featured Marque
1995	 George Bruggentheis		 David Hobbs			   Elva
1996	 George Bruggentheis		 ?				    Triumph
1997	 George Bruggentheis		 Phil Hill			   ?
1998	 George Bruggentheis		 ?				    Volvo
1999	 George Bruggentheis		 Jack Brabham?		  Formula cars
2000	 Marc Mastoon		  Brian Redman	Jaguar		 ?
2001	 Shirley Murray		  Alan Moss			   MG
2002	 Shirley Murray		  John Springel			  Austin Healey
2003	 Shirley Murray		  Peter Warr			   Lotus/Formula B

A special shout out is needed to celebrate the success of the Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival during these years 
because this one event was responsible for a huge percentage of the club’s income and success.  George, 
Marc, and Shirley consistently managed extremely popular events during these years.

Finally, we would like to acknowledge the artists who provided superb illustrations for our posters during this 
period.  An incomplete list includes: Brian Kinkaid, Williamson, Alexander, Carl Vogel.
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Sadly, I’ve been present at 3 track 
events where there was a fatality 
(one happened right in front of me  
and one right behind me). That 
is NOT the way we want to end 
our racing career. At one VSCDA 
event this year a gentlemen racer 
announced that the event would 
be his finale. Before the event was 
over he and his car were in the 
Armco. And then on the Flatbed. 
Permanently. That is NOT the way 
to end your career either. 

For all the glib, gallows humored 
lines like “Well he died with his 
boots” or “Better that then having 
a grabber shoveling snow” we 
don’t want racers dying on track 
and possibly taking out other driv-
ers. 
 
For some, its a medical condition 
or a doctor who won’t approve 
the physical that ends one’s racing 
days. That’s not great either, but 
understandable and definitive.

Lets face it; all our days are num-
bered and our racing day num-
bers are usually less than the days 
here on earth. The very nature of 
the sport, being expensive and 
time consuming, lends itself to 
people in retirement being par-
ticipants. The elusive golden hour 
window in time where affluence, 
free-time, and health align to al-
low you some of the best racing in 
your life. 

And its not surprising that racers 
find their most competitive times 
popping up in this period. What 

one lacks in reflexes due to age 
they make up for by applying their 
“Check-Wrench” to the engine.  I 
heard one crew chief say “Yeah, 
were going to build a stronger en-
gine for (said racer) to claw back 
the seconds they lost this season 
on track.” You may not be as spry 
and energetic as your youth, but 
generally you’ve developed your 
car over the years; you have confi-
dence; and perhaps knowledge of 
the track layout. And of course the 
“Cool Suit” is worth a second or 
two in lap times just from keeping 
your concentration from breaking  
in the heat like it might have done 
in your pre “Cool Suit” days. 

Here’s the scenario at the later 
stages of racing: You have less fit 
individuals with lessened reflex-
es and possibly worsened vision 
wheeling faster cars than in their 
youth. How many times have you 
been closing in on an ostensibly 
faster car through a twisty section 
only for them to “light the fuse” 
on the straight and rocket it away 
from you, for you to then close the 
gap again by the Turn 3 as they 
“park it in the corners”?  

Though our “Vintage Spirit” ethos 
says we should give point-bys to 
faster cars, ego, Red Mist and 
general competitive racing in-
stincts make it hard for racers to let 
other racers by. The trailing driver 
usually thinks “If I can just  get by 
them in the twisties I think I can pull 
enough of a gap to hold them off 
on the straight.” Lap after lap of 
this leads to the overtaking driver 
building up frustration. As the laps 
wind down the overtaking pilot fi-
nally makes a lunging attempt at a 
pass, and then there is contact and 
both drivers are called to the Stew-
ards Office. I’ve seen it happen re-
cently.  The overtaking driver mut-
tering “I thought he’s  supposed to 
let faster drivers by?” 

About 20 years ago I was dicing 
with a Triumph  Spitfire at Grattan 
when I had a Datsun B210. Sev-
eral laps in a row I went down the 
inside at Turn 1 in an attempt to 
make a pass which I thought I was 
going to complete only to have the 
door shut on me abruptly, to the 
point where I had to really lay on 
the brakes to avoid smashing him 
in the door. At the time I thought 
“Geez, this guy doesn’t seem to 
care if I nail him in the door!” I 
was in my 40s at the time. I didn’t 
know how old the gentleman was, 
but I did see him heading to the 
buffet table that night using one 
of those 4 footed canes with a 
handle for stability (I was at least 
able to beat him to the food line). 
I thought “Well good for him he’s 
still having fun and I hope I’m rac-
ing when I’m his age, but I hope 

Deciding When To Hang Up the Helmet Is Tricky
By Chris Bonk

The elusive golden hour 
window in time where 
affluence, free-time, 
and good health, align 
to allow you some of 
the best racing in your 
life.



I’m not being unaware of those 
around me.” 

But when is it time to say 
when? 

Deciding to quit a hobby and pas-
time that one loves is a very dif-
ficult and personal choice. People 
can wrestle with the notion for 
years. I was chatting with a racing 
friend and he was discussing his 
experience at Ozark’s a few years 
earlier stating that he found him-
self on the track feeling disorient-
ed. He felt kind of lost on the track. 
After coming back into the pits he 
had an unsettled feeling about the 

experience. It was the first time 
he thought to himself “Was this 
a one-off episode based on low 
blood sugar or something thats 
more age related?” He did see his 
doctor and decided he needed to 
up his physical fitness and phar-
maceutical regime. 

I talked with a recently retired 
racer last season and asked him 
how he made the decision to quit 
and sell his car. He said he found 
himself feeling overwhelmed when 
he was out on the track. Too much 
going on too fast. Similar to what 
one feels like when they first start 
racing, except when you’re a be-

ginner you become acclimated to 
the flurry of cars around you and 
in this case the feeling of unease 
was mounting instead of subsid-
ing. He decided it was time to get 
out while he was still ahead of the 
game. 

Jeff Foxworthy the comedian had 
his catch phrase: You might be a 
Redneck if....In that spirit we sug-
gest...

It Might Be Time to Hang 
Up the Helmet If:

Fellow racers are saying things 
like “Your car is getting kind of 
wide out there. That was an un-
usual line.” 

You sit in your trailer in your driv-
ers suit for 20 minutes after your 
race because your too drained to 
stand up and take your suit off. 

You’ve confused your pedals to the 
point its caused carnage for you, 
or worse, other drivers. 

You feel disorientated on-track 
on more than one occasion in the 
season. 

You’re concerned that your fitness 
might result in a heart attack on 
track.

You’re physical condition won’t al-
low you to easily get out of the car 
in an emergency. 

Your physical condition impairs your 
ability to look around you or possi-
bly operate the car or reach safety 
equipment or releases easily

You’re more scared than euphoric.

Live The Dream! Learn To Race!
The VSCDA is enhancing its highly regarded Drivers School with incentives for 

new Drivers School students!

Financial Incentive:
Graduate from the school and receive HALF OFF the cost of Blackhawk and 

Grattan by attending both race weekends.

Extended Instruction/Development:
In addition to having 1:1 instructor coverage at the Drivers School provided by Motorsport Safety 
Foundation Level 1 Certified instructors, those instructors will help students develop a plan for ex-
panding and developing their skills at Blackhawk and Grattan.

VSCDA instructors will be at Blackhawk and Grattan to guide students starting their motorsports 
racecraft. It is all part of becoming part of the Vintage Racing Community!

For more information go to www.vscda.org Instruction materials are already posted. Registration 
will open shortly. Questions, including about renting a race car? Reach us at raceschool@vscda.org
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The VSCDA 
 Annual Awards

Driver of the Year goes to the racer whose skills are 
used to make competition safe and emotionally re-
warding. Larry Lunda: Always competitive, always 
respectful and a greatly appreciated presence at 
VSCDA races, Larry drives in the Vintage Spirit and 
adds to our camaraderie.

The Service Award is an award to recognize indi-
viduals who’ve shown vision and fortitude in guiding 
our club through he chicanes of circumstance and in 
keeping our club running. Mick Krause: You’ve seen 
him working the grid for us at Road America and 
pitching in to help racers whenever they need help. 
After recovering from the shock of receiving his re-
ward Mick said, “I will keep doing this for as long as 
I can because I love VSCDA.

The President’s Award for Safety was inspired by a 
series of articles Victory Lane ran five years ago about 
testing safety equipment. Victory Lane received the 
VSCDA’s first Award for Safety to acknowledge the 
importance of those articles. Since then the Award 
has been given to recognize activities that allow us to 
compete as safely as possible in a dangerous sport. 
Nothing is more important for those on the track than 
the extraordinary work done by corner workers. 

Paul Fitzimmons: Recent members know Paul from 
his work at Tech. His concern for our well being and 
community is reflected in his decades of leadership 
in VSCDA. From his days of racing a Bug Eye with 
VSCDA, serving on the Board, formulating safety 
regulation, and making Tech as user friendly as pos-
sible, Paul has always looked out for our well being.

The Vintage Spirit Award goes annually to the mem-
ber who personifies the best of VSCDA and uplifts 
all of us by their actions on and off the track. Kelly 
Wittenauer:  Kelly races her Unipower GT at VSCDA
events and has given back to the club by serving on 
the Drivers Committee and being part of the Drivers 
School.

The Perseverance Award goes to members who re-
fuse to give up, cope with unpleasant circumstances 
and still maintain a spectacular attitude.  Kathy New-
ton: Kathy volunteers herself for the thankless and ex-
tremely important tasks like paddocking for Grattan, 
keeping Regalia going, setting up our annual ban-
quets, including dining next to Ferraris and serves on 
the VSDCA board

AWARD FOR SAFETY
Paul Fitzimmons

VINTAGE SPIRIT AWARD
Kelly Wittenauer

PERSEVERANCE AWARD 
Kathy Newton

LEADERSHIP AWARD
Mick Krause
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By Alex Rorke
Photos by 

Pierre Gorplee
Chris Bonk

DRIVER OF THE YEAR
Larry Lunda
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The VSCDA Annual Awards
In an evening filled with seeing – and dining next to-an extraordinary car collection and spending time with 
VSCDA friends, a major highlight of the 2025 Annual Meeting and Banquet was the awards to those who 
have given the most to make VSCDA a success. A non-for profit like VSCDA thrives only through the extraor-
dinary assistance of its volunteers.

Stewards of Vintage Racing: Dennis and Karen Chookaszian. In appreciation for the extraordinary car col-
lection they have created and share at Double Clutch, decades of preserving and racing those type of cars, 
saving them from becoming garage queens and providing a wonderful evening for VSCDA.
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STEWARDS OF VINTAGE RACING
Dennis & Karen Chookaszian
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These two books are connect-
ed, but in a very different way. 
First, let’s look at Dirt Tracks 

to Glory: The Early Days of Stock 
Car Racing, as Told By the Partici-
pants, which was written by Sylvia 
Wilkinson, a professional writer 
and novelist who has been in-
volved in motorsports for decades 
(more about that in a moment). 
Wilkinson knows how to dig for 
a story, and she knows how to 
make racers comfortable enough 
to tell her the truth. Unlike some 
NASCAR history books, she has 
no agenda, no one to please but 
herself and her readers. Her sto-
ry on perennial race queen Linda 
Vaughn is a wonderful read, and 
Vaughn tells Wilkinson a story Lin-
da told me decades ago: She had 
a soft spot for British racer Jimmy 
Clark, much to the dismay of a 
jealous A.J. Foyt: “‘You kissed that 
foreigner!’ A.J. said. He wouldn’t 
speak to me for two years.’” And 
she tells a story of a different time, 
when pioneer Wendell Scott, who 
was black, competed in NASCAR. 
“Wendell Scott, he’s the sweetest 
thing,” Vaughn told Wilkinson. 
“He won a race and he said, 
‘Miss Linda, you don’t have to kiss 

me. I wouldn’t do that to you.’ I 
just hugged his neck and almost 
cried.” You’ll meet everybody from 
Soapy Castles to Fred Lorenzen to 
Bill France, Sr., plus Tim Flock, who 

details his early bootlegging days. 
Great read, great photos, avail-
able autographed at Johnmorton-
racing.net for $34.95.

Two Books From Friends of the VSCDA!
Steven Cole Smith	

That may be a hint about this 
book, Inside Shelby Ameri-
can: Wrenching and Racing 

with Carroll Shelby in the 1960s 
by race car driver John Morton. 
Wilkinson and Morton are a cou-
ple, one of my favorite ones; Syl-
via likes to say that they’ve been 
boyfriend and girlfriend for more 
than 50 years, “and we plan to 
get married just as soon as we 
think it’s gonna last.” Though 
Morton and Wilkinson swear that 
he wrote Inside Shelby American 
with no help from his journalist 
girlfriend, he dedicates the book 
to Wilkinson, saying “I hope this 
is my last one, and so does she.” 

Morton’s family racing history is 
fascinating, and aside from driv-
ing Cobras for Shelby, John has 
driven everything from sprint cars 
to a top fuel dragster. That’s all 
in here, but as the title suggests, 
you’re probably coming to read 
his account of driving for Shel-
by, which begins on page 38, 
when he attends the Carroll Shel-
by Driving School at Riverside. It 
was there he met someone who 
would be responsible for several 
chapters. “I’m going to be your 
instructor,” said a young but tall 
man. “My name’s Pete Brock.” 
Yes, that Peter Brock, who was—
and thankfully still is—a team 

owner, designer and writer who 
is an absolute legend in the auto-
motive world, and a big part of 
Shelby’s racing success.

Morton went to work for Shelby, 
literally sweeping floors: Fast-for-
ward a few years to the Twelve 
Hours of Sebring, where Morton 
had been picked to partner with 
Ken Miles in a persnickety Cobra 
powered by a 427-cubic-inch 
V-8, which wasn’t as much 
fun as it sounds, having been 
wrecked two days earlier: He 
lost the brakes, then the clutch, 
and just before dark, the engine 
quit, and Morton 
coasted into the 
grass. “I opened 
the hood,” he 
writes. “I saw en-
gine parts on the 
outside that are 
supposed to be 
on the inside.” 
A wonderful 
read, the softcov-
er Inside Shelby 
American is also 
offered at John-
mor ton rac ing .
net for $27.99. 
And while you’re 
there, I should 
mention that 
Wilkinson’s in-
valuable and up-
dated classic The 
Stainless Steel 
Carrot e-book is 
also available 
there for $9.99. 
It’s about Mor-
ton’s post-Shelby 

seasons with Peter Brock’s fledg-
ling Datsun team, and it drew 
rare praise from Mark Donohue: 
“Racing’s a tough sport and the 
book shows that. If you read be-
tween the lines, however, you’ll 
see racing’s no different than real 
life. People make things happen, 
everyone has an important role, 
and destinies are worked for, 
not inherited.” Morton, by the 
way, is also going into the Motor-
sports Hall of Fame of America 
in March. Can’t wait to hear his 
speech.

“I’m going to be your 
instructor,” said a 
young, but tall man. 
“My name’s Pete 
Brock.” 



VSCDA Sponsors
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