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A Message from President
Alex Rorke

Stewardship - Part II

Last year’s message touched on the remarkable stewardship pro-
vided by our membership and volunteers. In 2024 our members’ 
sense of responsibility for the Club’s well-being led to a tre-
mendously successful year. 

All of our events had commendable turnout and some, like Black-
hawk with 180 cars, set a post pandemic record. (Thank you Marc 
Frost and Tom Wilcox.) Jim’s Donato’s chairing of Road America 
and perfectly choreographed Healey feature inspired an inter-
national event, bringing cars from England and Australia. In 
just its third year, the Ozarks Vintage Festival thrived due to 
co-operation with our partners at CVAR and RMVR. Thanks to stew-
ardship by so many, including event chairs Dan Hayes, Sharon and 
Scott Hyatt, our Ozarks race is now established as a national 
destination race weekend.

Last year we talked about entering the 21st Century and step-
ping up our marketing/social media game. Thanks especially to 
Chris Bonk, Scott Hyatt and Sierra Walker, you and thousands 
of potential racers have seen new varieties of email blasts, 
event clips, etc. Our Eblast “open rate” metrics are quite good, 
roughly double what is usually achieved. The YouTube video from 
Grattan has been viewed 5,000 times and both Blackhawk and Grat-
tan had highly favorable local TV coverage. We are learning and 
will get better. 

So, after all the effort on new social media, why are you read-
ing articles in Vintage Spirit instead of receiving 15 second 
video blasts? Vintage Spirit Editor Chris Bonk is extraordinari-
ly adept at using new varieties of social media, but he puts so 
much into Vintage Spirit because this time of year (no racing 
and months prior to the racing season’s starts) is perfect for 
reflecting on our sport and its community. In effect the longer 
articles in Vintage Spirit enhance that reflection and give us 
the opportunity to savor features like John Kleen Jr.’s article 
on the founding of VSCDA.  It all helps to strengthen our iden-
tification with VSCDA and the vintage racing world. 

I would be remiss to not mention we enter 2025 in very good fi-
nancial position, as Treasurer Doug Bruce explained at our an-
nual meeting. This adds to our confidence that with your racing 
participation and stewardship, 2025 will be another banner year 
for your club.

On behalf of the board and officers of VSCDA, we look forward to 
racing with you in the not very distant future. -- Alex   
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hero or favorite racer who 
inspired you?

A: Probably my father. While his 
brother was always trying to make 
the NA go faster, he was always 
trying to get it to last through the 
race and drive it better.

Q. What is your favorite 
track? Event?
A: Blackhawktoberfest (wish it was 
still on the calendar)! For a Sprite, 
I can’t think of a better track. It 
also has all of the elements of a 
proper vintage track; small, family 
owned, a little bit dangerous, sce-
nic and friendly. Hallet would be 
a close second for all of the same 
reasons. RA is a lovely facility, and 
two miles from home, so it’s hard 
to beat, but it doesn’t check the 
emotional boxes nearly so well.

Q. What tracks are on your 
bucket list?

A: Would like to actually race at 
Lime Rock, since my wife and I 
lived in the apartment at the back 
gate when we worked for Skip. 
I’d also love to run at Spa and Le 
Mans, but that’s pretty unlikely.

Q. Do you have a favorite 
“racing” story or favorite 
racing recollections?

A: Not a single anecdote or event, 
but just the collective times and 
events of racing and hanging out 
with all the characters that are in-
volved in this sport  

Q. Favorite car you’ve driv-
en?  Street car? Race Car?
 
A: While I love the Bugeye, I also 
really like my wife’s TR6. Big tires, 
gobs of torque, hard to go wrong!
Q. What car are you dying 
to get an opportunity to 
drive or race?

A: I’d to race a properly fast sports 
racer, (Lola, Chevron, etc. with 
BDA). Of course a Porsche 917.

Q. Have you ever had an 
on track accident?  What 
did you learn from that ex-
perience? 

A: Not in road racing cars. Been 
out doing agricultural work a few 
times, but never hit anything

Q. What advice would you 
give to an up-and-coming 
racers?

A: Do it now! Even if it’s racing 
a crappy old Sprite with a bone 
stock 1275 and cast-off tires, just 
get on with it. Don’t worry about 
how slow you are, or who’s going 
to beat you. It’s way too easy to put 
it off for years (ask me how I know). 
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Erik Jacobsen
answers...
The VSCDA 
QUESTIONNAIRE.
Q. How did you get into 
racing?

A: My family has been around 
sports car racing starting in the 
very early 50’s with my father and 
his brother racing his brother’s 
1934 MG NA. I raced motorcy-

cles and off-road cars in the 70’s 
and 80’s, but didn’t get into vin-
tage until about 15 years ago. As 
an adult (sort of), I met my wife 
when we were both working for 
Skip Barber in Canaan, CT, so you 
can see that I haven’t ever been 
that far from racing of one sort or 
another.  

Q. Did you follow racing in 
your childhood?

A: I spent lots of time at So Cal 
tracks during my youth. Mostly at 

Riverside. Dad and I watched a 
bunch of CanAm there, as well as 
SCCA events. We went to every 
Long Beach GP while it was an 
F1 event. The Bugeye I race was 
bought for $75 by my dad when it 
pulled into our driveway in 1969 
with a spun rod bearing. The in-
tent was for he and I to race it in 
SCCA. Sadly, that didn’t work out, 
but many years later, I finally put it 
together and started vintage rac-
ing it.

Q. Do you have a racing 

Page 5

Meet 
Erik (Jake) Jacobsen

Meet 
Erik (Jake) Jacobsen

Erik(right) with 
Daughter Kristen (center) and wife Karen (left) 

Erik(right) with 
Daughter Kristen (center) and wife Karen (left) 



Fresh out of the University 
of Iowa‘s Math Department 
in 1963, I took on a small 

computer project for the federal 
government in Washington, DC. 
While in Washington, I was in-
troduced to an interesting activity 
called sports car racing at an fas-
cinating road racing course called 
Marlboro Motor Raceway. I had 
just acquired my first automobile, 
a 1963 Corvette roadster, and I 
was fascinated by the battles be-
tween the Corvettes and Cobras. 
Also of great interest was seeing 
the Porsches take the banked fast 
180 degree left turn at full oppo-
site lock.

In 1964, I headed up to Boston 
to begin a life insurance actuari-
al career. Now going back to my 
high school years, I was really 
a big fan of the Mercedes-Benz 
300 SL Gullwing Coupe. In 1967, 
I happened to meet a graduate 
student from Harvard University 
by the name of Don Rubin. Don 
was from Chicagoland, and his 
parents had gifted him a nearly 
new 300 SL Roadster as a reward 
for graduating at the top of his 
class at Princeton. Don convinced 
me that life with a 300 SL was a 
piece of cake. Incredibly well en-
gineered and built, and complete-
ly reliable. Therefore we set off 
together to find me a Gullwing. To 
make a long story short, through 
the NY Times Sunday classified 
section, I eventually bought my 
Gullwing from Edgar Jurist of the 
Vintage Car Store in Nyack, NY. 
Like some of you out there today, I 
can truthfully say that this transac-
tion changed my life.

For the next few years, I used the 
Gullwing sparingly as I lived in 
the Back Bay of Boston and could 
walk to my office at New England 
Life. The Gullwing lived on the top 
floor of Danker and Donahue, a 
commercial garage also located 
in the Back Bay. Access to the up-
per levels was by elevator only. 
The car and I made it a point to at-
tend sports car races at Thompson 
Speedway and Lime Rock Park 
with like-minded friends. Among 
those friends was Don Rubin, of 
course, who is today retired from 
the Chair of the Department of 
Statistics at Harvard. Don‘s Doc-
toral thesis had to do with missing 
data in statistical analysis, and 

as a humble actuary, I can only 
stand in amazement at that. Ed-
ward Knoll was another owner 
of a 300 SL Roadster that we met 
around Cambridge, Edward is a 
fellow mid-westerner (St. Louis) 
and is currently a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Gullwing 
Group.

In late 1970, I was going through 
the latest issue of Road and Track 
Magazine and came upon an ar-
ticle by Karl Ludvigsen about his 
1953 Maserati A6GCS. At the 
end of the article Ludvigsen men-
tioned that he occasionally took 
his Maserati to low-keyed vin-
tage racing events conducted by 
the Vintage Sports Car Club of 
America, and this club was based 
in Boston. Armed with this useful 
information, I eventually contacted 
Edgar Roy who was Chairman of 
VSCCA, and he invited me to at-
tend the Vintage Sports Car Show 
at the Lars Anderson Car Muse-
um in Brookline, Massachusetts. 
At that event, I was introduced to 
some interesting people, including 
Bill Leith and Gil Steward, as well 
as wonderful old cars.

It so happened that the VSCCA 
had a very precise list of eligible 
cars, but the good news was that 
they had just approved the 300 SL 
Coupe. This pleased me no end, 
and Edgar Roy got me into the 
club. In the spring of 1972 I ran 
the Gullwing in my first competi-
tive event, the VSCCA Hill Climb 
at Larz Anderson. I finished sec-
ond to Bill Leith in the Ex Phil Hill 
1952 Ferrari 225 Barchetta.
Later in 1972 I made the major de-
cision to move back to the Chica-
go area, largely due to my father‘s 
health problems. However, having 
briefly sampled the wonders of the 
VSCCA, I really wanted a way 
to use my Vintage Sports Car in 
friendly, low-key competition. The 
subject of forming a midwest re-
gion of VSCCA seemed a logical 
choice. The assumption was that 

VSCDA HISTORY
On the 50th Anniversary of the Prairie Region

By John T. Kleen, Jr., Founding President, VSCDA

Founders of the
VSCDA: 

Tom Moore, Gerald 
Risner, Carl Vogel, 
Rick Maitzen, Ken 
Birchard, Frank Diaz, 
Art Bly, Hal Ullrich 
Larry McCann, John 
Kleen and Paul Dauer.
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cess: great events, enthusiastic 
volunteers and dedicated vintage 
sports car driving members. To 
encourage a strong membership 
right out of the gate, we created 
a category of membership called 
Charter Members of the VSCDA. 
Anyone who joined our club in the 
first year was automatically desig-
nated as a Charter Member. This 
campaign was very successful, 
and by year end we had just over 
one hundred dues paying Charter 
Members, a solid base for a viable 
organization.

The matter of eligible cars was 
streamlined for our VSCDA by not 
creating a defined list of cars at all. 
Instead, Eligible Vintage Sports 
Cars for VSCDA events were de-
fined as all sports cars made on or 
before December 31, 1959. This 
also extended to other road racing 

cars (mono-posto) of the period. 
(A few years later, this date was 
extended to December 31, 1963 
in concert with the international 
committee, FIVA). This definition 
made a lot of sense for us as it 
suited our midwestern sports car 
demographic profile. It also was 
a logical extension of the widely 
recognized definition of eligible 
sports and racing cars related to 
the pre-WWII era.

And so it developed that we had 
a very successful organization. 
The annual schedule of events 
usually started with a spring ga-
rage tour, then the drivers school 
at Blackhawk Farms, a Concours 
somewhere grand, a Rally/Tour 
in the countryside, a solo time 
trial at a local airport, then back 
to Blackhawk Farms for a wheel-
to-wheel race weekend and then 

a film night featuring the old Shell 
movies. The Annual Dinner and 
Awards occurred on the calendar 
as close as possible to January 
31, our official anniversary. This 
made for some iffy weather con-
ditions for travelers, but the event 
was always well attended. Most 
of these in the early years were at 
Joe Marchetti‘s Como Inn with a 
wonderful Italian buffet and unlim-
ited bottles of Lambrusco. Joe was 
a very generous person, especial-
ly with our group and the Ferrari 
Club. One year we ventured up to 
Long Grove for the annual dinner 
and the temperature was Fifteen 
Below Zero. Never-the-less, every-
one showed up (they paid in ad-
vance), and we had a great time. 
The only concession to the weath-
er was that between the entre and 
desert courses, we took a break so 
that the drivers could go outside 

VSCCA was going to become a 
national club with multiple regions 
around the country. Therefore the 
Prairie Region of VSCCA was 
formed in 1974 with yours truely 
as Director. We were gifted about 
ten members of VSCCA who were 
already members prior to 1974, 
but by the end of the year, the 
Prairie Region was up to 25 mem-
bers. Initially the Prairie Region 
contented itself with solo driving 
events, most notably at Blackhawk 
farms Raceway and at the Alpine 
Valley Hill Climb, as well as social 
events.

In 1975, the President of the VSC-
CA was Robert Richer, a New 
Yorker who was originally from 
Kenilworth, Illinois. He had come 
east to prep at Lawrenceville and 
then went on to Cornell Universi-
ty. Robert was somehow involved 
with Riverside Records, a small-
er label that specialized in Jazz. 
In any event, Riverside ended up 
producing a number of vintage 
race car audio recordings which 
were released in 33 rpm format. 
This included one album of all the 
the great Mercedes-Benz silver 
arrows. My personal favorite was 
the „Grand Prix du Rock“ (as in 
Gibraltar) in which Peter Ustinov 
did all the narration, characters 
and car noises. It is Priceless.

One day in 1975 I received a 
call from Robert Richer, and he 
offered me the position of being 
his Vice President of the VSCCA. 
I did not have to think about it too 
long before saying that I humbly 
accept his offer. Things were go-
ing reasonably well with the Pra-

rie Region, and the people back 
east recognized this. I had a good 
committee of people who took 
on most of responsibility to make 
things happen. None of us had 
much prior experience doing this 
sort of thing. If memory serves, 
Tom Moore was key, as were Ken 
Birchard, Rick Matizen, Carl Vo-
gel, Gerry Risner, Hal Ullrich and 
Hugh Ruthven who served as our 
contact with Joe Marchetti and the 
Como Inn.

I received some surprising news 
in early 1977. Robert Richer was 
retiring as President of VSCCA, 
and until a replacement could be 
found, as Vice President, I was 
now the highest ranking officer in 
the club. I was surprised by this 
turn of events, and was relieved 
that in just a few weeks a new 
president was appointed by the 
board. In 1978, the club provide 
the Prairie Region with the insur-
ance to finally hold a full weekend 
of wheel-to-wheel vintage racing. 

The result was that the Blackhawk 
Farms event that year was just 
the best ever. However about this 
same time it became obvious that 
there was a flaw in VSCCA orga-
nizational structure that prevented 
them succeeding as a national 
club. Our Prairie Region had the 
problem of restricted growth po-
tential due to the club‘s list of Eli-
gible Vintage Sports Cars. The el-
igible car density in the northeast 
US was at least three times that of 
the midwest. Therefore it soon be-
came obvious to everyone that the 
cause of Vintage Sports Car rac-
ing in the US could best be served 
by autonomous regional orga-
nizations more responsive to the 
needs and demographics of local 
members.

Therefore, on January 31, 1979, 
the Vintage Sports Car Drivers As-
sociation was incorporated in the 
great state of Wisconsin with Tom 
MacArthur of Milwaukee as our 
Legal Representative in Wiscon-
sin, John Kleen as President and 
Gerald Risner as our Legal Coun-
cil. As I recall, the following eleven 
gentlemen were officially named 
as Founders of the VSCDA: Tom 
Moore, Gerald Risner, Carl Vogel, 
Rick Maitzen, Ken Birchard, Frank 
Diaz, Art Bly, Hal Ullrich Larry Mc-
Cann, John Kleen and Paul Dauer. 
Please note the preponderance of 
T-series MG owners‘s among this 
list. We could not have done it 
without them. Thank you.

With five years of growth as the 
Prairie Region behind us, we were 
confident that we had a winning 
formula for the VSCDA‘s suc-

On January 31, 1979, 
the Vintage Sports 
Car Drivers Associa-
tion was incorporated 
in the great state of 
Wisconsin with Tom 
MacArthur of Milwau-
kee as our Legal Rep-
resentative in Wiscon-
sin and John Kleen as 
President
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racing world. It became our most 
important event on the annual cal-
endar, and it showcased what we 
could do as a non-profit all-volun-
teer organization.

With that event in our rear view 
mirror, we expected a smoothly 
run repeat success for the 1986 
ELVF. We designated Allard as 
the featured marque, and named 
Fred Wacker as the Grand Mar-
shal. Even Wally Mitchel, Art Bly 
and the Eight Ball would be in 
attendance. And then I got that 
phone call from the track. Due to 
a freak rain storm, the Indy Car 
race at Road America had to 
be red flagged and is being re-
scheduled for the Saturday of our 
ELVF weekend. A close review of 
our “contract“ with Road Ameri-
ca showed that there was little we 
could do about this development. 
However, ably assisted by our 
board members George Bruggen-
thies, Chuck Maranto and Henry 
Adamson, we ended up with the 
Friday being ours for practice and 
qualifying. So the three-day week-
end was ours except that Indy cars 
had Saturday. We accepted this 
offer and hoped for the best. This 
would be the first vintage sports 
car weekend in the US with an 
Indy car support race.

Unfortunately the rain that disrupt-
ed the Indy car event just kept right 
on falling for the next two weeks. 
Things were really soggy to say 
the least (the word “mud“ comes 
to mind), and it continued raining 
right through our weekend. Fortu-
nately the track management had 
corrected a troublesome runoff 

area so that the rain was no lon-
ger flooding the track back around 
Canada corner. The racing would 
go on. I will spare you the detail 
which have been fully recounted 
elsewhere. But I must say that Fred 
Wacker could not have been more 
gracious and understanding, and 
he gave a wonderful address at 
Saturday‘s dinner at Siebkens. A 
true gentleman.

For 1987, ELVF featured the First 
US Bugatti Grand Prix Race with 
Rene Dreyfus back as Grand Mar-
shall. This was obviously a new 

thing in the Bugatti world, at least 
in the US, and it seemed that every 
important Bugatti owner or former 
owneer was present. I raced my 
Type 37 which was down by 4 cyl-
inders to the big cars, but we all 
had a great time. Rene was terrific 
and we kept him busy all weekend 
as he signed copies of his autobi-
ography as well as the club‘s first 
official poster by Bill Baker. This 
was the event at which the Road 

America Public Address system 
was raised to the highest possible 
level of communication as Henry 
Adamson went live and in per-
son. We had discovered a new, 
permanent role in the club for our 
most serious Vintage Sports Car 
historian. Since 1987 the Ameri-
can Bugatti Club has had a total 
of eleven US Bugatti GPs plus one 
in Canada. Overall ELVF atten-
dance in 1987 was strong, both 
in number of entries and specta-
tors, although it was classified as 
a non-spectator event. Thanks also 
to the Milwaukee Region, SCCA 
who did a wonderful job and be-
came regulars at ELVF.

The 1988 ELVF featured the Mer-
cedes-Benz 300 SL Grand Prix, 
and we had John Fitch and Paul 
O‘Shea as co-Grand Marshalls. 
John and Paul did an amazing 
job, especially at Siebkens din-
ner which on Saturday evening 
was the hottest ticket in the en-
tire state of Wisconsin. The year 
1986 marked the centennial of 
Mercedes-Benz, and the first of 
these US 300 SL races was held in 
Monterey that year. Ours was the 
second such event for 300SLs and 
we were pleased to have three al-
loy Gullwings in the field. Quali-
fying for the race was in the rain 
on Saturday, and by just letting 
my Gullwing do its thing, we end-
ed up qualifying on the front row. 
In retrospect, this appears to be 
the last of these races in the US as 
nothing like it has happened since 
our event in 1988.

and warm up their cars for a little 
while.

There are many other highlights 
worth remembering from those 
early years. Board meetings were 
often held at Dan Bacin‘s Bacinos 
Pizza emporium on Lincoln Av-
enue in Chicago. Garage Tours 
were great social events, and we 
well remember Rich Newman‘s 
cave on Goose Island, as well as 
Ben and Fran Rose‘s car studio, 
and Sandy MacArthur‘s “Arabella 
and Friends.“ The favorite Con-

cours venue was undoubtedly the 
Saddle and Cycle Club on Lake 
Shore Drive where we were guests 
of Lyssa Mashek Piette and Dottie 
Mashek Pattishall. For a of couple 
years of the Concours we were 
joined by our friends, the Vintage 
Sportscar Club. The Burlington, 
Wisconsin Airport hosted sever-
al years of Vintage Time Trials as 
well as a car show. However as 
the airport grew and prospered, 
we eventually had to find another 
event. The loss of Burlington lead 
us to Grattan Raceway in Grattan, 

Michigan. This event, of course, 
has become a permanent fixture 
on the VSCDA calendar of annual 
events thanks to the exciting track 
layout and the dedication of Judy 
and Phil Cull who brought it to the 
exalted position it holds today: The 
Vintage Grand Prix AuGrattan, 
where the big cheeses come to 
race their wonderful automobiles.
In 1985 we created the Elkhart 
Lake Vintage Festival with a big 
assist from our friends in Minneso-
ta, Vintage Sports Car Racing. To 
improve our communication with 
Road American management, 
I purchase two shares of Road 
America stock, courtesy of Mibs 
Hill. We held the inaugural ELVF 
as a two day gathering on the 
first weekend of October. It went 
off without a hitch. We had Rene 
Dreyfus come over from New York 
City and serve as the Grand Mar-
shal, and he did an outstanding 
job of keeping us entertained all 
weekend long, especially at the 
Saturday‘s dinner at Siebkens. A 
wonderful gentleman, originally 
from Nice, France. Rene won the 
1930 Monaco Grand Prix driving 
his privately entered Bugatti Type 
35B Grand Prix car. In 1940 he 
came to Indianapolis for the 500 
Mile race, and stayed due to the 
outbreak of WWII. He served in 
the US Army until after the war, 
became a US citizen, and with 
his brother, Maurice, became a 
successful French Restauranteur, 
opening Le Chantecler on 49th 
Street in Manhattan, just east of 
Fifth Avenue. The Elkhart Lake Vin-
tage Festival had a profound ef-
fect on the VSCDA as it raised our 
profile in the vintage sports car 

Right behind me was 
an outstanding group 
of Board members 
who would carry on: 
George Bruggenthies, 
Chuck Maranto, Tom 
Moore, Henry Adam-
son, John Golanty, 
Marv Primack and Bob 
Wismer.
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anniversary on Thanksgiving Day 
in 2095.

As part of ELVF for 2005, I helped 
the American Bugatti Club present 
the 7th US Bugatti Grand Prix. We 
had a great turnout of entrants, 
and Peter Williamson provided 
his 1936 Type 57 Atlantic as our 
pace car. This edition of ELVF co-
incided almost to the day with the 
50th Anniversary of Road Ameri-
ca. We were honored to be a part 
of the festivities.

At about this same time, the ABC 
decided that I could be of use to 
them in helping to organize future 
Bugatti GP races, and so, after a 
discussion with their Chairman, 
Tom Clifford, I was added to their 
Board of Directors. I really enjoyed 
working for Tom over the next elev-
en year, and among other things, 
Laima and I established the club‘s 
annual Spring time Luncheon at 
Sardi‘s Restaurant in the Theatre 

District of Times Square. Sardi‘s is 
actually on West 44th Street, and 
it happens to be right next to the 
Helen Hayes Theatre. Every time I 
go to Sardi‘s I am amazed by this 
coincidence. Helen Hayes was a 
famous actress who married the 
equally famous playwrite Charles 
MacArthur. To certain members 
of the famous MacArthur clan 
back in Chicago, she was known 
as Aunt Helen. An additional de-
velopment is that one of those 
MacArthurs back in Chicago, by 
the name Edward, sold me my first 
Bugatti, and I am reminded of this 
every time I go to Sardi‘s.

Going back for nearly a century, 
a small group of New York adver-
tising people worked on Madison 
Avenue specializing in the automo-
bile industry. In 1957 they formed 
a club that met for lunch once a 
month at Sardi‘s Restaurant, and 
that tradition continues to this 
day. The name of the club is the 

Madison Avenue Sports Car Driv-
ing and Chowder Society. Their 
current President is Jim Donick, a 
wonderful fellow who used to be 
IBM‘s man in Moscow, and who 
is also a member of the VSCCA 
Board of Directors. For this years 
Chowder Society Christmas Party, 
Jim out did himself by not only ar-
ranged a visit from Santa Claus, 
but arranged for our friend Robert 
Richer to be the featured speaker. 
Robert is now 92 years old and 
is one of only two founders of the 
Chowder Society still with us. He 
did an outstanding job of keep-
ing everyone in stitches. And so 
on December 10, 2024, he and I 
spoke about the Prairie Region of 
1974, and I had a chance to per-
sonally thank him for chosing me 
as his Vice President those many 
long years ago. It was an honor.

Best,
John Kleen, December 30, 2024 

For 1989 George Bruggenthies 
and Chuck Maranto proposed 
featuring a Formula Junior 

Grand Prix in honor of the thirti-
eth anniversary of Formula Junior. 
After all the excellent work they 
had done for the club, how could 
we not accept their offer. Count 
Johnny Lurani came over from his 
home in northern Italy and he was 
joined by Elva (see McLaren) con-
structor Frank Nickols and driving 
champion Peter Arundell. Again 
a great event with the numbers to 
prove it and quality as well.

About a month after ELVF, I an-
nounced my retirement as Presi-
dent of VSCDA after eleven years 
plus five more with the Prairie Re-
gion, to be effective January 31, 
1990. Like many of us in the orga-
nization, I had a lot to be thank-
ful for, especially for like-minded 
friends and the satisfaction of our 
accomplishments. Retirement was 
not really that difficult a decision 
because right behind me was an 
outstanding group of Board mem-
bers who would carry on: George 
Bruggenthies, Chuck Maranto, 
Tom Moore, Henry Adamson, 
John Golanty, Marv Primack and 
Bob Wismer. Our accomplish-
ments extended beyond the cal-
endar of events. We had a won-
derful Newsletter, even if we never 
quite knew when it would be out. 
And we had Henry Adamson who 
was a truely gifted writer among a 
long list of his other personal con-
tributions to the VSCDA. Although 
I was retiring, I proposed that 
the 1990 edition of ELVF feature 
“The British Vertical Grand Prix“. 
Among my closest Vintage Sports 

Car friends, I was nearly the only 
one who had never owned a Brit-
ish car. I hoped this GP would 
atone for that oversight. The Board 
accepted my suggestion.

One more thing. In 1988 we in the 
VSCDA were among the found-
ers of a non-profit organization 
known as the Vintage Motorsports 
Council. This organization has 
quietly grown to become the in-
dispensable national umbrella or-
ganization for virtually all of the 
vintage racing organizations in 
the US and Canada. Well! How 
about that!

   POST SCRIPT

The year 1995 was a big one 
for me. While sitting on a 
boat in Lake Michigan on the 

evening of July 3, I met a young 

Lithuania woman named Laima. 
She was rather amazing, trained 
in architecture and really under-
stood restoring and using Vintage 
Sports Cars. She would later be-
come my wife. Later that year I 
ran my Type 37 in the Second US 
Bugatti GP at Laguna Secca in 
Monterey. It was wonderful to re-
connect with the Bugatti world. On 
Thanksgiving Day, I was part of 
the group that dedicated a marker 
in Jackson Park in Chicago com-
memorating the 100th Anniver-
sary of the First Automobile Race 
in America. George Bovis and 
George Bruggenthies were part of 
that group which also organized a 
reenactment tour along the origi-
nal course which ran from the Mu-
seum of Science and Industry up 
to Evanston and back. Let me take 
this opportunity to remind you to 
mark your calendar for the 200th 
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What wouldn’t a racer do to go faster? 

The answer, of course, is practically nothing. 

The quest for every tenth of a second is never-ending. Racers are constantly seeking ways to 
improve vehicle performance. With countless man-hours devoted to every nut and bolt of a 
race car, one would think nothing was overlooked. Oftentimes, however, one of the most 
important elements in racing is not given much thought...driver fitness.

There is an absolute science in human performance. Be it professional Olympic athletes, 
body builders and yes, even race car drivers.

No matter what the sport, the best athletes usually win. Preparation, equipment, and 
desire play huge factors in winning, but ultimately, all things being equal, the advan-
tage goes to the most highly skilled and trained competitor. On race day, everyone 
is an athlete.

The strategies employed by the professionals to improve human performance is 
the link between winning and loosing...living and dying.  Being physically fit isn’t 
an option -- it’s a must.

Driver fitness programs can be beneficial in all forms of racing, from the Week-
end Warrior level on up. In close competition, the driver that is the most physi-
cally and mentally prepared to win probably will win.

Any number of critical factors are involved in developing a comprehensive 
health and fitness strategy to maximize a drivers performance. The human 
body; like a race car, are built differently and have different performance 
strengths and weaknesses. Identifying what those weaknesses are and work-
ing on correcting those while capitalizing on the individual’s natural strengths 
will for sure send you flying through the checkered flag blowing all your 
previous records away.

Buff
It’s not just 
about your
paint job!

Health & Fitness

Fitness Expert Troy Mork of THRiVE
Imparts Some Wisdom in Regards
to Getting the Most Out of One’s Self
Physically, for Each Race. 
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This article originally appeared 
in the August 2014 Issue! 
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FUEL
Nutrition & Hydration

All the training in the world means 
nothing without the missing key: 
Nutrition & hydration You spend 
double & triple the cost on your 
high octane race car fuel. Why 
wouldn’t you take as much care 
of the most important engine, 
your body? Completing a race is 
a feat of strength, endurance, and 
stamina; and proper hydration, 
nutrition, and training are vital 
to a racers success and survival. 
Racers, especially Vintage Racers, 
should consider guidance from a 
nutrition and sports professional.

Would you bring your race car 
to the starting line with no fuel? 
Of course not. Fuel your body 
before you start. Eating pri-
or to exercise can be tricky. Rac-
ers should consume between 400 
and 800 calories worth of foods 
high in healthy carbohydrate, low 
in fat, and with moderate protein 
content two to four hours before 
exercise and racing. However, 
depending on the training run or 
event’s start time, this may be dif-
ficult to do. For example, a race 
starts at 8 AM. Many drivers have 
trouble waking up to eat at 5 AM 
or 6 AM. Drivers participating in 
a race that begins very early in 
the day may do best to eat a late 
dinner and/or an evening snack 
and consume an easily digestible 
carbohydrate food before the race 
(eg, sports drink, sports bar, ener-
gy gel, protein shake). I’d recom-
mend BioTrust or Prograde protein 
shakes. For drivers who can eat 
breakfast before the race or who’s 
stomach tolerates a meal closer 
to the start of exercise, steel cut 
oatmeal or brown rice with egg 

whites. My ideal morning meal 
would look like this:
1) �Wake up drink 1lt filtered water 

with one fresh lemon.
2) �20 minutes later drink one 

serving Athletic Greens Super 
Foods powder.

3) �30-60 min later eat 1 cup steel 
cut oatmeal with 4-6 eggwhites.

One of the biggest challenges 
some runners face when training 
for a marathon is teaching their 
belly to accept food during exer-
cise. But for continuous endurance 
exercise lasting more than 45 
minutes, eating during exercise is 
a must. Carbohydrate, fluid, and 
electrolyte balance is vital to a 
successful event and survival. It is 
important for runners and racers 
to experiment with various types of 
foods during exercise to determine 
which work best.

When eating during a race or 
event, a driver should consume 
a food item that is high in easi-
ly digestible carbohydrate and 
low in fat and protein. Since fat, 
protein, and fiber slow down the 
digestive process, drivers should 
avoid these nutrients to keep their 
stomach calm. Digestion during 
exercise is difficult enough since 
the blood supply is diverted to the 
working muscles at a time when it 
would normally be focused on the 
stomach and proper digestion. 

Drivers should aim to consume at 
least 10 oz of water or a sports 
drink two hours before racing.
Maintaining proper hydration be-
fore, during, and after driving and 
competition will help reduce fluid 
loss, maintain performance, lower 
submaximal exercise heart rate, 
maintain plasma volume, and re-
duce heat stress, heat exhaustion, Page 16 Page 17



and possibly heat stroke. Heat 
Strokes are a risk during Summer 
race season. 

Remember, starting a healthy eat-
ing program will not just help you 
perform better during the race; it 
will also be the key to weight loss. 
And we all know every ounce of 
additional weight in the car adds 
to your lap times. Loose body fat...
shave seconds off your time.

ENGINE TUNING
Endurance Training

Improving your cardiovascular 
fitness is a key if you’re planning 
to drive in longer races. Increas-
ing your aerobic health can low-
er your heart rate, improve your 
respiration and help keep you as 
strong as possible in those cru-
cial final laps. As an added bo-
nus, most cardio exercises also 
strengthen your legs, which are 
constantly moving during a race. 

Incorporate HIIT (High Intensity In-
terval Training) to boost your en-
durance levels at those critical mo-
ments when you need your body 
to push into high gear. Mix HIIT 

training with a steady state car-
diovascular protocol to build your 
body’s endurance levels for the 
long races (Imagine how this type 
of endurance could impact other 
parts of your private life).

Heat Strokes are a risk 
during Summer race 
season. 

Upper Body Exercises

You don’t need huge arms to shift 
gears and turn the steering wheel, 
but you do need strong arms to 
do so for a full race. Chest/shoul-
ders/arms/neck/back are all 
critical components to staving off 
fatigue especially toward the final 
critical laps.

Using the most effective exercises 
to build upper body is a no brain-
er. Chest press, Bicep curls, Dumb-
bell Shoulder Raises, Tricep Exten-
sions, Back Rows.. The list goes on 
and on. However, the real science 
comes in to play when choosing 
the order of the exercises, the 
weight (load) and the rep range.
Each muscle has multiple muscle 

fiber types and knowing how to 
activate the Endurance Fibers and 
stimulate the strength fibers is the 
difference between pulling out in 
front of your competition or being 
left in the dust.

Core and Leg Exercises

Building a strong core is critical 
to eliminating lower back pain 
during those long races. Incorpo-
rate Sit Ups and Leg Raises in a 
superset protocol to teach the ab-
dominal muscles how to work non-
stop. To make sure those all-im-
portant legs can still help you 
brake on time and put the pedal 
to the metal when you need it most 
incorporate Leg Press, Extensions 
and Hamstring Curls to isolate the 
individual leg muscles while imple-
menting full Body Squats, Lunges 
and Dead Lifts to build power and 
strength. Use slow and controlled 
movement to maximize the exer-
cise and to develop your machine 
from every angle.

The biggest muscles in your body 
are your legs and the key to the 
health of the most important mus-
cle in your body...your heart.

Your body is your machine. Treat it 
better than you treat your car.

Change your mind and your body 
will THRiVE. Let Troy build a spe-
cific health program for your rac-
ing need. 

Troy Mork 
THRiVE
Health - Exercise - Lifestyle
troymork@gmail.com 
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In November of 2023 the Board 
of Directors voted to hire a pro-
fessional graphic designer to 

help with raising the club’s profile 
in a competitive arena. Most of 

you have seen Sierra’s works on 
our social media pages along with 
ads in Victory Lane and various 
other publications. After a year 
working with the club we sat down 

with Sierra and asked her about 
her immpressions of the club, what 
her generation thinks of our sport 
and what the future brings for her.

Q. What was your under-
standging of the club be-
fore getting involved with 
the VSCDA? 

A. Oh goodness, I knew nothing 
about vintage racing or racing in 
general before VSCDA. My only 
experience was riding with my 
brother and father in our dad’s 
1969 El Camino and occasionally 
watching my brother fix up cars in 
our parent’s garage, but he’s more 
of a show car kind of guy.

Q. After attending two 
race events this past year 
how has your perception 
changed of the sport?

A. It’s exciting to see how well these 
beautiful classics are kept. Recent-
ly I found myself drawn more to 
the style of these classic vehicles, 
love the angles and structure. I’ve 
noticed current design trends fa-
voring soft curvature and rounded 
shapes and a lot of them look too 
similar to one another. Losing a lot 
of the personality that you see in 
the classics.

I always considered racing and 
cars to be a “Boys Club” and was 
happily surprised to see that there 

are women out there who also 
want to drive fast!

Q.  What would you say 
were a couple of highlights 
in attending the VSCDA rac-
es?

A. The biggest highlight for me 
was the welcoming spirit and ca-
maraderie. Everyone is just there 
for the love of the sport and show-
ing off all their hard work.

Q. If you had to describe to 
your friends, what it is our 
club does, how would you 
explain it

A. Showcasing a love of classic 
cars, going fast, and having a 
good time. Living “life in the fast 
lane”, but respectfully with a love 
of the sport, vehicles, and other 
racers.

Q. Do you think younger 
people would be interested 
in a sport like ours or do 
you think it’s specifically to 
an older demographic?

A. It’s a niche for sure. You wouldn’t 

want to see anything bad happen 
to a vehicle you poured your heart, 
soul, blood, sweat, and tears into 
and there is the possibility some-
thing could happen. But I could 
see younger generations getting 
into it. Just last week I was with 
my friend and we stopped by a 
local coffee and cars meetup. Sure 
there were younger people there 
showing off their modern sports 
cars with vibrant colors and spoil-
ers that could be mistaken for air-
plane wings. But the one that took 
all the attention was the Lotus Elan 
in British Racing Green.

Q. When you’re not de-
signing for the VSCDA what 
type of assignments do you 
usually have?

A. When I’m not working on VSC-
DA stuff you’ll most likely find me 
in my studio or absorbed in a com-
puter screen. Painting, drawing, 
editing videos and photos, and 
designing graphics. If you can’t 
find me there I’m walking on the 
beach, hiking in the mountains, or 
getting lost in the desert but never 
without my camera.

Meet 
Sierra (Sky) Walker

Page 36



Page 39

The VSCDA 
 Annual Awards

The Leadership Award is a new award to recog-
nize individuals who’ve shown vision and forttitude 
in guiding our club through he chicanes of circum-
stance and in keeping our club running. Marv Pri-
mak. In recognition of  his constant efforts on behalf 
of VSDCA, ranging from the work he did as a past 
President of VSCDA to lead our club out of finan-
cial difficulties from the Great Recession, to growing 
our Pre-War class into a vibrant and growing group, 
Marv has always personified the Vintage Spirit. He 
leads by example.

Driver of the Year goes to the racer whose skills are 
used to make competition safe and emotionally re-
warding. Steve Beeler, for the fine example he sets for 
us when racing his Formula Ford, and giving back to 
the club by taking on so many other important re-
sponsibilities, like chairing the hugely successful For-
mula Ford 50th Anniversary Reunion at Road Amer-
ica, serving as an instructor at our Drivers School 
and reviving the Formula Ford East/West Challenge, 
Steve personifies all that a VSCDA Driver of the Year 
should be. 

The President’s Award for Safety was inspired by a 
series of articles Victory Lane ran five years ago about 

testing safety equipment. Victory Lane received the 
VSCDA’s first Award for Safety to acknowledge the 
importance of those articles. Since then the Award 
has been given to recognize activities that allow us to 
compete as safely as possible in a dangerous sport. 
Nothing is more important for those on the track 
than the extraordinary work done by corner work-
ers. Wayne Rogers. While our members are racing, 
unsung heroes keep us safe. As Course Marshal at 
Grattan and GingerMan, among other responsibil-
ities, Wayne is the person who keeps racers (and 
safety vehicle drivers) safe while they are towed back 
to the pits. His knowledge and passion is a great as-
sist to Race Control in protecting all our constituents.

The Vintage Spirit Award goes annually to the mem-
ber who personifies the best of VSCDA and uplifts all 
of us by their actions on and off the track. Ed Hinsa, 
our Chief Technology Officer, keeps all the behind 
the scenes systems, like our website and registration 
functioning. His volunteer work for VSCDA materi-
ally lowers costs to our club. When he isn’t solving 
a technology issue, you can see him racing in his 
yellow 1972 Datsun 510. HIs giving back to the club 
and style of racing show he has the Vintage Spirit.

AWARD FOR SAFETY
Wayne Rogers

VINTAGE SPIRIT AWARD
Ed Hinsa

Driver of the Year 
Steve Beeler

Leadership Award
Marv Primak
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The VSCDA Drivers’ Commit-
tee is tasked with investigat-
ing any contact, car to car 

or car to track, and any circum-
stance of “over driving” resulting 
in an unsafe situation or not with-
in the “vintage spirit”.

Notes about the 2024 Sea-
son:

1) 2024 was our 2nd best Road 
America event in 10 years since 
2014 bettered only by 2018.

2) Our increased penalty stance 
on passing under yellow is work-
ing. We had multiple drivers 
come to us and apologize for an 
inappropriate pass under yellow.

3) We are having a serious prob-
lem with drivers not bothering to 
report to the DC and leaving track 
- penalties are & will be doubled 
if they do not comply/report

4) Slowing under yellow needs to 
be addressed.  Our speeds are 
just too high when a yellow flag 
is displayed.

2024 Event Car Counts

GingerMan - 125 
Average 143

Blackhawk - 180
Average 144

Grattan - 109
Average - 125

Road America - 329
Average - 340

Ozarks - 113
Average - 84 (3 years)

Contact us at: 
driverscommittee@vscda.org

Gary Kropf, Roger Heil,	
Charlie Hall, John Kennelly,
John Salisbury,
Kelly Wittenauer,
Tony Drews, Marc Frost, 
Clancy Schmidt

Drivers’ Committee
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The primary objective of Vintage and Historic Automotive racing 
is to promote the preservation of these cars in a racing format for 
friendly wheel –to-wheel competition with vehicles prepared faith-
fully to their era.  All racing is dangerous and only the proper atti-
tude of the driver and careful preparation of cars will diminish the 
danger and enhance our appreciation of this sport. 

– VSCDA Board of Directors, Feb., 2019.
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 Spring Brake Instructors 

To all current, former and prospective VSCDA Driving Instructors:

An opportunity for Instructors to become a Certified High Performance Driving Instructor and to join us at 
the 2025 VSCDA Drivers School
 
The hallmark of our school - the fact that makes it respected within the vintage racing community- is you!  
Our volunteer member/instructors are renowned for their knowledge, personal involvement with students 
and their enthusiasm for the sport. We have always maintained a one-to-one instructor to student ratio as 
an integral part of education demonstrating for our students the proper methods to race in the “vintage 
spirit” and to become safe, mindful and fast vintage racers.

The hallmark of our school - the fact that makes it respected within the vintage racing community- is you!  
Our volunteer member/instructors are renowned for their knowledge, personal involvement with students 
and their enthusiasm for the sport. We have always maintained a one-to-one instructor to student ratio as 
an integral part of education demonstrating for our students the proper methods to race in the “vintage 
spirit” and to become safe, mindful and fast vintage racers.

As an instructor you should have asked yourself, “What do I know that qualifies me to instruct racing?” 
 
More than you realize. The VSCDA school is about safely bringing new students to vintage wheel-to-wheel 
racing, while assuring their, and their fellow racers, safety.  Teaching the ethics and spirit that makes vin-
tage racing unique is a primary focus of the school. The school curriculum, both classroom and “on track”, 
seeks to instill fundamental skills and practices that serve both new vintage racers and those returning to 
the sport. 

This year (2025) VSCDA’s lead instructors, group instructors and several of the VSCDA’s other volunteer 
instructors have become certified as High Performance Driving Instructors, Level One, by the Motorsport 
Safety Foundation.

The cost to become HPDE, Level One, certified through the Motorsport Safety Foundation, Motorsport Safe-
ty Academy, is Fifty Dollars ($50.00).  We are asking all VSCDA instructors to become HPDE, Level One 
for the 2025 VSCDA Driver’s School

https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/hpde-driver-coach-instructor-certification-motorsport-safety-foun-
dation-831058

Our goal is to enhance the quality and reputation of the VSCDA Drivers School in 2025 and insure its continua-
tion into the future.
 
The Board of Trustees approved a credit to offset the cost to you to become HPDE, Level One, certified.  Upon 
receiving your HPDE, Level One, Certification you are eligible for a credit of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) against the 

registration fee for a future VSCDA event.

If you are volunteered to instruct in 2024 I thank you.  If you have instructed in the past, or are interested in in-
structing in 2025, and becoming a Motorsport Safety Foundation, High Performance Driving Instructor, Level 
One, please contact me by email or mobile phone:  
 
Charlie Hall
2024 VSCDA Drivers School Chief Instructor 

charlie@charles-hall.com
Telephone (330) 495-8489

VSCDA DRIVER’S SCHOOL
MAY 1-2, 2025

LIST OF DRIVING INSTRUCTORS:
[Current as of January 24, 2025]

Lead Instructor
Charlie Hall – charlie@charles-hall.com; (MSF LEVEL 1)
Gabrielle Lynch – esolynch@gmail.com; (MSF LEVEL 1)

Brian Lynch - brian@griffinspeedworks.com; (MSF LEVEL 1)

Group Lead Instructors:
Small Bore:   Jim Donato - jdonato@donatoandsonsmotors.com; (MSF LEVEL 1)

Large Bore:   Bob Maurer - maurerr@central.edu; (MSF LEVEL 1)
Open Wheel:  John Kennelly - cirruswind@gmail.com; (MSF LEVEL 2)

Instructors with HPDE, Level 1, Certification, who expressed interest for 2025:

Small Bore:
Alex Rorke - arorke@icloud.com; (MSF LEVEL 1)

Tom Wilcox – tawilcox57@gmail.com; (MSF LEVEL 1)

Large Bore:

Open Wheel:
Glenn Lange - glennlange@ymail.com; (MSF LEVEL 1)

Mark Silverberg - masilverberg@sbcglobal.net; (MSF LEVEL 1)
Sharon Frey – sharon.frey@health.slu.edu; (MSF LEVEL 1)
Eric Coppock- ericcoppick@yahoo.com; (MSF LEVEL 1)

Brian Styczynski -brian.styczynski@hushmail.com
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Amid dwindling profits, re-
duced production, pro-
posed job cuts, and talks of 

a merger with longtime Japanese 
rival Honda, it’s no secret Nissan 
is suffering a case of the vapors. 
While the automaker faces some 
painful decisions in the near term, 
for those of us who cover this sort 
of news, at least, there is a tonic to 
make us forget: the Z car. 

Since its American introduction 
in 1970 as the Datsun 240Z, the 
brand’s spear-point, swoop-roofed 
sports car has largely enchanted 
all who have driven one. Some of 
the malaise-y generations in the 

middle there did the nameplate no 
favors, but things have mostly been 
on the up since the Z32 300ZX ar-
rived for 1990. 

Nissan’s latest effort, the sev-
enth-generation car simply called 
the Z, debuted in late 2022 and is 
as back-to-roots in its looks and its 
athleticism as a modern take on a 
50-year-old car can get. 

One Thursday last autumn, Nis-
san invited me to drive Z cars old 
and new, back-to-back, through 
the rolling Tennessee countryside. 
This is what I learned . . . This ’73, 
owned by Nissan and kept in its 

Nashville Heritage Collection, is 
one of 36 Zs restored to original 
condition back in 1996 as part of 
the Vintage Z Store program. The 
work incorporated about 800 new 
old stock parts, and the car was 
then used as a marketing vehicle 
to promote the program and as a 
media loaner thereafter. Given that 
kind of promotional use and some-
times abuse, three decades on, 
the bloom is off the rose and this 
car is best described as “a driv-
er.” Which is precisely what you’d 
want, right? 

There is a delicateness to a 240Z. 
Not a flimsiness, but nothing feels 

In These Troubled Times, a Z Car Is the Fix
Stefan Lombard	

overengineered or overly thick or 
bulky. The A- and B-pillars. The 
fine stainless bezel surrounding the 
outside mirror, which extends from 
a perfectly proportioned stalk of 
chrome. The elegant three-spoke, 
wood-rim steering wheel, some-
thing to be held with fingertips 
rather than clenched fists (though 
certainly the car’s capabilities 
call for it on occasion). The small 
wooden shifter that shows the pa-
tina of a million palms, clothed in 
a vinyl boot laced up with leather 
cord. 

Though I never pushed it, the 
car’s sure-footedness on its 
185/70R14 tires was always 
apparent, and the chassis with 
its independent rear suspen-
sion translated every bump and 
crack and transition through 
to the steering wheel, like the 
“Princess and the Pea” come to 
life. You feel everything.

I had maybe 45 minutes with the 
car, all of them enjoyable, and 
it’s easy to see why the Z was so 
incredibly popular when new; 
Nissan sold nearly 150,000 of 
them before the arrival of the 
260Z in 1974. At around $4700 
a pop in 1973 (which was a 
thousand bucks more than they 
were in 1970), they were still a 
thousand less than a C3 Cor-
vette and $4000 cheaper than 
an E-Type or 911. After decades 
of flat, used-car pricing, values 
took off around 2015 and then 
took off some more five years 
ago. Today, even a #4 (fair) car 
is a $10,000 proposition. 

The Z Heritage, on the other 
hand, is a $60,000 proposition.

New Sight Orange is a throw-
back to the 918 Nissan Orange 
you would have seen on the 
silver Z’s friends. Here it is ac-
cented by a set of matte black 
fat/thin stripes with “S30” over-
printed on the hood, a further 
subtle nod to the 240’s genera-
tional nomenclature. The Z Her-
itage is second in the new mod-
el’s pecking order, positioned 
below the hard-edged NISMO 
but above the Performance and 
the $43,000 Sport models.
It looks like a perfectly execut-

ed throwback machine. The 
exterior styling hints all over 
at its forebear in ways that in-
tervening generations haven’t. 
The shape of the nose, the clip 
of the tail, the roofline, the rear 
quarter window and the badge 
behind it.

No doubt, the Z is a hot little 
speedmobile waiting to be 
goosed, and I am here to con-
firm that the twisty, undulating, 
tree-lined Natchez Trace Park-
way is absolutely not the place 
to do it. To that end I was part 
of a cautious, 40-mph Nissan 
procession, so there was no 

rowing of gears, no winding it 
out. But I also saw three rang-
ers in 20 minutes, one actively 
nabbing a pair of hoons in their 
Euro sedans and another pull-
ing over your grandmother in 
her gold RAV-4. No way would 
I have gotten through that 
stretch of the route without a 
ticket. Forty is fun in the old Z, it 
has life. Here, however, you’re 
far too insulated to feel much of 
anything, which is a shame, be-
cause I really wanted to know 
more about those seat bolsters.

A few disparate thoughts: 
Though I appreciate that the 
rearview mirror in the new Z 
is an actual mirror and not a 
camera, it is twice as tall as it 
needs to be, given the slope of 
the back end only allows you a 
few inches of back window to 
see out of anyway. Depending 
on your preference, you end up 
with a lot of headliner, or a lot 
of whatever you’ve got in the 
boot, in your backward line of 
sight. Also, that fuel filler door—
talk about a curvy dinner plate 
of a thing.

And so, in these troubled times 
for Nissan, I emerged from my 
dueling Z car drive smitten with 
the ’73, as I knew I would be, 
and longing for more from the Z 
Heritage, because how could I 
not be? Both are cars I’d gladly 
drive again—the 240 all day at 
a canter on the gorgeous Nat-
chez Trace Parkway. And the 
new car? Well, I can think of 
some places . . .

Though I appreciate 
that the mirror in the 
new Z is an actual 
mirror and not a cam-
era, it is twice as tall 
as it needs to be.
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