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A Message from President
Alex Rorke

If ever there was a time to celebrate our club and its Vintage
Spirita this is it- In the midst of a global pandemica. economic
shutdown and a polarized country. the racersa members. friendss
volunteers. board. officers and staff of VSCDA found a way to com-
ply with the spirit and letter of different state requirementss
look out for the safety of each othera. and have a successful sea-
son. And yes. the racing was great. too-

Although we are one of the most vibrant and stable vintage racing
groups in the countrya. the season looked very bleak at the start.
The preparatory work was in place for Spring Brake and the Drivers
School but the ripple effect of Covid-19's first wave in the Mid-
west was too new and regulatory agencies were just coming to grips
with the crisis- We had to cancel. Many racing groups suspended
their seasons. Thanks to tremendous focusa there was just enough
time to plan for the Blackhawk (lassic. Under the leadership (and a
bit of rocket science) from Event Chairs Ron Soave and Jeff Porasik
new processes were created. Particularly through their planning
with O0ffice Manager Stacey Donato and Tech Chief Scott Reifa. they
devised ways to vastly lower choke points and large gatherings-
Thoughtful compliance with governments earned a green light.

We innovated and vintage racers 1learned to do virtual drivers
meetings---and liked it. In additiona. remarkable volunteers like
Alicia Shannona while in protective garb and socially distanced-
took on the responsibility of distributing consolidated registra-
tion materials so that others would not be exposed. We created a
model subsequently used by other racing organizations. Furthera.
the racing press highlighted our success and Victory Lane featured
the weekend on a podcast.

Grattan's Event Chairs Doug Bruce. Jeff Janus and Don Kelly along
with Stacey and Head of Paddocking Kathy Newton worked with the
track to change how we entered-. once again innovatinga. avoiding
choke pointsa protecting our racers-. and further bringing us into
the 2lst Century. The ELVF was a big success- Event chairs Mike
and Deb Korneli once again demonstrated VSCDA's ability to host
a large—complex—event. even in the time of (Covid-19. Jeff and Ron
brought the racing portion of our 2020 season to a close with
Blackhawktoberfest. By that time dealing with Covid had become part
of our DNA.

This is being written before the first doses of Pizer's (Covid-19
vaccine will be released in the US. With any luck all involved with
VSCDA will be inoculated before our racing season starts and our
racing weekends will be a party. But we should never forget how so
many involved with VSCDA stepped up to make 2020 happen. As men-
tioned at the start of this letter. it was the extraordinary cama-
raderie and vintage spirit of the VSCDA world that tied the pieces
together so we could have a season and be safe. Thanks especially
to Chris Bonk's efforts we have this Holiday Issue of Vintage Spir-
it. Throughout the magazine we have tried to convey our apprecia-



President's Letter continued

tion to the many people who contributed to our success-

Qur annual

awards reflect the thanks owed to so many

On behalf of the officers and board of VSCDA-. we wish you a joyous

and safe holiday season-

Stay healthya
Alex

2020 was a crazy year, but with the help of ded-
icated staff and volunteers the VSCDA family can
prouo"y state that we were the first amateur orga-
nization to run an event affer the lockdown in the
country! Other race orgaanizations even followed
our ’remplate to create a safe environement for racers
and their crew! Congrats to all and especially to our
President’s Award for Safety Winners Sharon Frey
and Alicia Shannon!

We look forward to sharing a joyous and
safe 2021 racing season with you-.
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We'll cover the Annual Meeting in another issue, but
we do want to recognize this year’s recipients!

Driver of the year: John Salisbury
Distinguished Service: Edward Hinsa
Vintage Spirit: Scott Reif
Perseverance: The VSCDA
President's Award for Safety:

Sharon Frey and Alicia Shannon

. It's time to take your test. | hope you
O brought two sharpened No.2 lead
encils. You had to have two. What
would happen if you broke one and didn’t have an-
other. You would fail the test! Remember those re-
quirements? Those were IQ tests we all had to take.
You did know they were IQ tests, right? There were
some of the same brain challenges in the Highlights
magazine. Remember those? The only place you
ever saw that magazine was in the doctor’s waiting
room. Look at the picture and find the 12 bunnies
in the picture. You would find 11 of them and then
the nurse would announce; “The doctor will see you
now.” Come on! Unless you're under 40 you must
have done this.

The pictures above are your test. Find the picture
that doesn’t belong. Take your time. Unlike the tests
from back in the day, no one will yell; “TIME IS UP,
PUT YOUR PENCILS DOWN.” So using all of your
powers of reasoning you have deduced that the little
sedan does not belong. The Cobra, Vette and Jag
are all sports cars. That logic is correct. However;
this is my test, my rules... and you are wrong. The
Corvette, Jag and Datsun were all built by major au-
tomobile manufacturers. The Cobra was built by a
chicken farmer gone racing. While a successful racer
he was not a major automo-
bile producer. That is correct!
Except that this is still my test
and my rules. So...no!

If you have been on the VSC-
DA Facebook page lately you
already guessed the answer.
Well almost. More on that
later. ~ Peter Brock designed
the Shelby Cobra Coupe. He
also designed the new 1963
Corvette Stingray. The 510
Datsun was the car Peter
Brock’s BRE used to win the
first two years of the 2.5 liter
Challenge. The Jag doesn’t
belong; well almost. Peter will

Elkhart] t.ﬂhté‘ylﬂt v Femsrtival | XKV
Soptambene

be the Honored Guest for the 2021 ELVF. There will
be two features for 2021, both connected to Peter’s
history. The first will be the 50th Anniversary of the
2.5 liter Challenge. This was an extension on the
2.0 liter TransAm series. Both groups of cars will
be eligible for the 2.5 liter feature race. The second
feature is the Peter Brock All American Challenge.
lt's age old. Ford vs Chevy; Cobra vs Corvette. We
are going to put all the American powered cars from
multiple race groups in a head to head challenge.

Let's get back to the “almost”.  Actually the four cars
in the pictures all have something in common. The
Jaguar E-Type will be celebrating its 60th Anniver-
sary. We will not be doing a feature race for the E
Type. We will be having a concours display at the
track for everyone to enjoy.

The 2021 ELVF will be having all of the same great
races. There will be Enduros, Cup races, and the
Open Wheel Special race. There will be street car
touring at lunch time. Off track you can take your
race car to the street in the Road Course Re-enact-
ment. The Gather on the Green Concours will allow
a little relaxation with an adult beverage and live
music. The banquet will feature Peter Brock. You
don’t often get the opportunity to listen to someone
who changed the face of the
automotive industry. Pefer not
only affected Ford and Chev-
rolet but also put a Japanese
marque on top of the small
bore racing world. You can still
see those effects in the industry
today.

1719, 2021

Start your plans to attend now.
September 17 - 19, 2021. Test
and tune through Road Ameri-
ca is the 16th.

Here is to a Safe and Happy
New Year!

L.1ornd o
BF LA

By Mike Korneli
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VINTAGE SPORTS CAR DRIVERS ASSOCIATION

RECRUITMENT SKILZ

By Chris Bonk

t was about a decade ago that the VSCDA was
Iin such a financial position as to seriously con-
sider not running a season! That may come as a
surprise to _many of you, but it's the truth. Thanks
to more recent club leadership the club’s coffers
are stable of late, and for that we are grateful.

Though we as a club are financially solvent, 2020
being the weird year that it is has put pressure on
most race tracks as the pandemic shut down cours-
es or greatly hindered their ability to allow large
crowds. Many clubs couldn’t race. With the excep-
tion of canceling Spring Brake & the Drivers School
we were able to pull off a decent race season with the
thanks of our great Race Chairs, Volunteers & Staff.

Every pusher knows
the first one is free.

What does this mean for our club and more impor-
tantly for you and me2 Track rental fees never go
down so we anticipate that tracks might want to re-
coup their losses in 2020 by jacking up rental fees,
trickling down to the racers. While the VSCDA could
subsidize things for its members for a short period its
not a sustainable situation for the long term of the club.

So what to do about keeping costs down? It's simple,
yet its not. The simple part is to increase the numbers
of racers going to events. More drivers, less per driv-
er costs. Simple math. The not so simple part is how
do we get more racers to the track and more impor-
tantly how do we get more members to join our club?2
Many vintage race clubs face something called “the
graying of the sport.” More members tend to retire
from racing than we bring in each year. Part of the
reason is that our cars themselves appeal to a certain
age demographic. Generally members want to race
cars that they thought were “cool” in their youth. We
addressed that issue with the G70 group.

The next part comes down to good old fashioned re-
cruitment!  So how do we do that? In spite of our

abi|i’ry to reach more peop|e than ever with targe’red
social media, the best salesperson is an auto enthusi-
ast themselves. That's right....YOU!

The best tool in recruiting is you, the Vintage Racer!
You are the exciting, inferesting, adventurous neigh-
bor at the annual Block Party. You are the dark, dan-
gerous mystery man at the annual corporate conven-
tion. You are the daring, unafraid rebel at the PTA/
Litle League/Soccer Game/Martial Arts/Boy Scout/
Princess Guides Event! Seriously! I'm sure you have
a good idea who might be into our sport once you
start chatting up your hobby with someone. People
with sports cars are obviously candidates. Start with
competitive types. Challenge their bravery. Their abil-
ity! Just kidding, but you know what | mean. “What
do you think that baby can do if you open her up2
Yeah? | bet my 50 year old 4 cylinder car can get a
quicker lap time than your car at a local track?”

Every pusher knows the first one is free. Invite them
out to one of our events (one that is closest for them
to drive to) and let them take their car out touring
during lunch. Then let them take your car out for tour-
ing. And if your car has a passenger seat, take them
out and show them how it's really done.

Hopefully the bug has bitten them and they/ll want to
continue the journey into wheel-to-wheel racing. The
next step is to get them signed up for Driving School.
They'll need a car. Give them yours. Yeah there is a risk.
Just figure things out ahead of time. I've lent my car out
to 4 drivers to use during the VSCDA's highly acclaimed
Driver’s School. Yeah, I'll admit that two of those times
the car wasn't mechanica"y running after the school
(keeping me from enjoying my racing weekend), but
hey, someone’s got fo take one for the team.

If every member were to bring in one friend in their
vintage career we would be able to maintain high
enough car counts and keep fees reasonable to race
for years into the future!

Recruitment! Do it for your Club!
Page 7



Driver of the Year, John
Salisbury answers...

The VSCDA
QUESTIONNAIRE.

Q. How did you get into
racing?

A: While living in Huntington
WVa in the mid 60’s My parents
were very active in a local sports
car club. Our family, and only
car at the time, was a 63 Corvair
Monza. Both my parents ran it in
Gymkhanas and participated in
TSD Rally’s with my brother and |
always in the back seat. My father
helped a wealthy businessman he
knew from the car club assemble a
“Kit car” that was called a Lotus Su-

per 7. | would go along and watch
and whenever asked to help would
be more than happy to assist. They
shared that car and went to SCCA
events on the east coast and Mid
Ohio. Well the rest is history, we
moved to the Chicagoland area in
1969 and my dad bought a “Race
Prepared” 1959 Bug Eye Sprite.
He raced it at Wilmot Mountain
and Meadowdale. | still remember
my first trip to BlackHawk Farms
not knowing at the time | would
be going back several hundred
times over the next 50 plus years.
We still have that car (White 34),
| went to Council Drivers School in
it in 1976 and shared it with my
Dad until retiring it in 1990 when
SCCA started requiring full roll
cages and Fuel Cells.

Q. Did you follow racing in
your childhood?

A: Remember that car club | men-
tioned above? Well one spring
(64 1 think) they organized a trip
to Florida to go and watch the 12
hours of Sebring. We went as a
family and | remember being in
the actual pits with my dad while
he chatted with Colin Chapman,
Jimmy Clark, Graham Hill and
Dan Gurney all part of the Lotus
Cortina group. | have home mov-
ies (converted to DVD) of all this
and would love to share it with
the group. Some folks got fo see it
at Grattan last year. The car club
would also go to Mid Ohio for dlll
the pro races so naturally | got to
go along. Plus | remember getting
to sit in E Paul Dickenson'’s first FF.

He was a member of that same car
club | mentioned above.

Q. Do you have a racing
hero or favorite racer who
inspired you?

A: | remember trying to follow F1
in the mid 60’s as best as could
be done thru AutoWeek. Jimmy
Clark, Mario Andretti and Mark
Donahue along with Roger Pen-
ske and Colin Chapman were the
people | always wanted to be like
from a driving and engineering
perspective.

Q. What is your favorite
track? Event?

A: After putting thousands of miles
in at BlackHawk I'm still not tired
of it and still am finding ways to
better my lap times. | LOVE Grat-
tan because of the technical chal-
lenges it presents. Plus it hosts the
Summer Party which is a great
way fo close out the summer.

Q. What tracks are on your
bucket list?

A: Watkins Glen, Barbour Motor-
sports Park, and Laguna Seca to

Photo:
Pierre Gorplee

drive and Spa and Silverstone to
visit unless | can get my car across

the pond.

Q. Do you have a favorite
“racing” story or favorite
racing recollections?

A: Wow, after almost 45 years of
driving and 15 additional years
hanging out at the track it all tends
to blend together. | am proud of
the years | spent competing and
earning an invitation fo the SCCA
Runoffs. First was in 1988 and
then from 1991 thru 2007 was at
every one. A big THANK YOU to
Wm Severin Thompson for inviting
SCCA Racers to the 50th annual.
My first experiences with VSCDA
and “Vintage” racing. So glad this
opportunity was made available.
I've been in love with this organi-
zation ever since and even though

| went astray for the 2013 50th.

Q. Favorite car you’ve driv-
en? Street car? Race Car?

A: Whatever car I'm in, I'm trying
to drive the wheels off of it.

Q. What car are you dying

to get an opportunity to
drive or race?

A: | drove a Lola SuperVee at a
test day at Blackhawk way back
when, so getting some seat time
in an open wheel or $2000 would

be fun.

Q. Have you ever had an
on track accident? What
did you learn from that ex-
perience?

A: Yes, Got a couple fingers bro-
ken when running Karts while in
college and | got T boned at State
Fair Park about a dozen years
ago. Had some very bruised ribs
but thankfully nothing more seri-
ous.

Q. What advice would you
give to an up-and-coming
racers?

A: Get a car that is reliable and will
run all day long. Don’t even think
about how fast it currently is. Sooo
important to get seat time especial-
ly early on, Speed will come with
experience and when the budget
allows upgrades.




#53 Douglas Stuart, 1935 Riley Special; #915 Edson McCord, 1952

MG TD.

VSCDA Blackhawk
Vintage Classic

Blackhawk Farmes, Illinois

June 19-21, 2020
— story and photos
by Chauncey Moran

Blackhawk Farms is one of those small,
technical challenging tracks, Only in the
front straight is there time for pure speed
and acceleration, The other |l changes in
direction are zoing w0 hold your seention
and concentration. [t has remnants of racing
down old 2-lane roads that follow rivers or
circumvent lakes, with severa: slight changes
in clevation.

Apprehension and hope wene the mixed
signals for the first VECDA race of 2020,
With the GingerMan drivers school scrubbed
for May, the VSCDA board decided 1o attempt
running the Blackhawk Vitnage Classic
Race, waiting on CDC and SCCA guidelines.
Blackhawk Farms Raceway is located just

across the southern border of Wisconsin in
South Belait, Hinos, and the two states had
different mandates about
gathermgs of over 10 people.
By mid-June, however the
restrictions had been reduced,
allowing for a race abscnt
spectators, Nearly 100 entries
WETE present, coming from as
far awary as Texas, Louisiang,
Marvland, and Oregon.

Rain was forecast for two of
the event’s three davs, Some
evening sprinkles left water on
the track for Saturday moming
during the racers’ second
qualifying rum, but there were
no major incidents, just a
few spinowts. The Saturday
aftermoon heat scemed toaffect
a few racers, but then came the clouds and a few
sprinkles once again. Sunday
morning brought bright sun
with a few pully white clouds
floating past.

The Jeff Porasik-Yde
Wealth M. CW EXDURO
went off on Saturday, with Jim
PPerry, SR2 GENZ, first on the
grid and Steve Ross, SR2,
second, The two battled for
the lead with Ross finishing
first and Permy second afer 36
| laps, Third went 1o Enk Wood,

Bill Oakes, 1973 Datsun 240Z.
Page 10

#185 Marshall Moore, 1972 Datsun 510; #240

1 Alfa Romeo Spider 1750,
RACE GROUP F: Though
Edson MeCord, MGTD,

started first, 11 was Douglas Steward, 1935
Riley Special, who took the carly lead fallowed
by Lester Metdell, in an exquisitely restored
1933 PlymouthTC, Around Lap 4, MoCond
passed Steward. The lead kept changing
throughout most of the race, which made o
maore interesting to those watching. MeCord
took the checkers first, with Steward second
and Meidel] third,

Jeff Porasik-Yde Wealth Mgmt. OPEN
WHEEL ENDURO: Great racing skills
demonstrated every lap. Starting first was
Steve Montgomery, 1972 Mallock 118, Mext
was Scolt Livingston, 1978 Lola CF, and 3nd
on the grid was the team of Daniel Hayes
and Sharon Frew, 1972 Titan Mk 3. During
the 36-lap race, the positions changed several
times among the Top 6 racers. Hayes took the
checkered Nag first, followed by Montgomery.
Brian Stvceynski, Lyox B, Dmshed third and
Bill Styczynski, Lynx B, finished fourth, two
laps behind leaders,

RACE GROUP E: With the track warming,
speeds were up. The first three on the grid
were Brian Garcia’s Plymouth Barracuda,
Jason Pearce’s Mustang 350, and Clay
Carpenter’s Corvette, but Carpenter had to
drop out on Lap 4 with mechanical prablems,
Garcia managed to hold off challenger Pearce
for the win although there were some ¢lose

#13 John Daniels, 1960 Austin Healey Sprite;
#160 Duane Otness, 1960 Austin Healey
Bugeye Sprite.

calls in traffic. Phillip Taxman’s Jaguar XKE
finised third.

RACE GROUP C: #77 Austin Schmatt,
Alfa Romeo Spider, John Salisbury, Austin
Healey Sprite, and Rich Stadther, Elva
Courier, darted out ahead of the pack, with
Ron Soave, Austin Healey Sprite, falling a full
minute behind the pace due o stalling problem
before the pace lap. By Lap 2, Soave was 10th,
six scconds behind the leaders. Eventually
fighting his way through waiffic, Soave begin
to close the gap with lap times as much as three
seconds quicker than the leaders, During the
closing laps, Soave shpped ahead of Schmi,
who had also been durling duel with Salisbury
throvgh. Soave wound up first. Schmitt second
and Salisbury third.

RACE GROUP B: Alex Rorke, Lotus
Elan, Marshall Moore, Datsun 510, and Erik
Wood, Alfa Romeo Spider, screamed past
my position at Tum 3 on their fest lap and
maintained that ranking throughout the race.
Although Moore challenged Rorke several
times carly an, Rorke maimained his prowess
and held off Moore for the win, with Wood
coming in third,

RACE GROUTP A: Staners John Boxhom,
Lola 598 Sports 2000, Michael Besic La Boa
Mk VIL and Jefl Gerken, Argo JIMZ, expertly
maneuvering Turm 3 on the first lap. By the
second lap, Boxhom and Gerken established
the lead. Boxhom wound wp first, Gerken
second, and Besie a sold third. Several Formula

Fords took part in the group, with JTamic Stichr,
Winklemann WDF-1. fastest among them
ahead of James Buchanan, Merlyn Mk 11-1A.

SPRIDGET RACE: Occasionly there exist
some folks who just shine, driving a particular

#77 Austin Schmitt, 1972 Alfa Romeo Spider;
#25 Ron Soave, 1968 Austin Healey Sprite.

racer with uncanny determination and
aggression without contact, Ron Soave stands
out among the Spridget Racers. On the other
hand, John Salisbury appeared to be having
a great time racing, workimg methodically
with quickness and smooth transitions with

EXTRANTS LIST

R Cowen/ 1966 Al Romea GTY

o'

#103 John Williamson, 1972 Caldwell D-13: #16 Simon Hu

- 2 T ———

ghes, 1968

Zink C4; #659 Robert Phillips, 1972 Zink C4.

apexes to straight. This race started with
Soave and Salisbury’s Auwstin Healey Sprites
out front, joined by John Danicls, Austin
Healey Bugeye Sprite. Several wheel-to-
wheel sorties among the competitors, duels
among long-time vintage racing friends. The
final order was Soave,
Salisbury, and Daniels.
It scems to me no other
Lroup Ilil!i- Mg p;lri?i._
time and expents than this
Spridget group, helping
one another until wee
ours of the moming. May
the tradition continue
with younger racers.
RACE GROUP D:
Formula Vees are an
excellent crowd pleaser.
and this race was no
exceplion with individual
duels within the 15-lap race. The fastest starters
were Bill Stverynski, Lynx B, Andres Serrano,
Auto Dynamics Mk 11, and Brian Swezynski,
Lynx B, but coming through the pack, Bill
Ciriffith, 1971 RCA, demonstrated his skill
with sleek transitions in the comner to straight

apexes. The battle for first raged throughout,
with Griffith advancing to third on Lap 4. Brian
Styceynski passed for the lead, but eventually
relinguished the lead to Gnffith. Griffith wound
up finishing 426 seconds ahead of worthy
challenger Brian Styczynski, who turned in
the fastest time at over 80 mph, with Ball
Styceyvnski taking the checkered flag in third.

TRANS AM B SEDAN: While there were
a small number of entrants, the participants
drove like they were chasimg fire. The winner
wirs Marshall Moore, Datsun 510, with Robent
Cowan, Alfa Romeo GTV in second and
David Farnsworth, 1973 BMW 2002, in third.

HANDICAP RACE: Alex Christopher,
1963 Volve P1RO0, started fourth and moved
up a slot, finishing third. David School, Saab
Sonnet, moved through the middle of the pack
o lock in second place behind, the winner,
Mathan Burress, in a consistently driven
Austin Healey Bugeye Sprite.

An exeellent weekend all in all, withowt
magor incidents, We apprecioe the sacnfices
folks made to establish the memorable first
VECDA race of the 2020 scason. Special
appreciation o those who traveled from places
so far away =

RACE GROUP A

DRIVERTCAR

M. Baghy/ 1970 Loba T-200

M. Besic/ 1964 La Bea M 11

1. Boxhom HER Carbie C32

D Brwee/ 1972 Merlyn Mk 204

1. Buchanan/ 1969 Merlym Mk 1A
R.%. Durhin/ 14990 Van Deermen RE90
M. Fandel 1974 Legramd Mk 18

S Frey/ 1970 Caldwell FF

1. Gerken/ 1978 Argo M2

WGl e Fine O4

[r. Hayes/1972 Titan Mk &8

M, Kaske/ 1984 Lola TS

5, Livingston 1978 Lada OF

5 Momgomeny/ 1972 Mallock 11B CF
F. Mewion/ 1971 Tian M &

X Trerry/ 1986 SR2 GEM 2

5. Ross! 994 Sports Racer GEN 2
C. Smith/ 1981 Tign FFAST

1. Saiche/ 1968 Winkelmann WIOF-1
G Tuisging 1972 Titzn Mk 64 FF
BACE GR{MIF B

DRIVER'CAR

B Bullock HET971 MOGER VS

1. Cohen' 1973 BMW 2002

K. Corrigan/ 1973 Alfa Homeo GTV

www.victorvlane.com

¥ Farmsworth/I973 BMW 2002

WGl PG Aushin Hu.‘lh.‘_li Mk 11 Sports
Racer

G, Hear/1972 Porsche 914

5, Byt 1974 Datsuan 2606

. MeGrah' | 960 MGC

P MeManus' 1969 MGC GT

1L Melvin/ 1974 Alfa Romen .‘ipuh:r

WL Moore! 1972 Datsun 510

W, CRkes/ 1973 Dransun 24028

M, Pronkn 1972 Alfn Eomes GTY

A, Rogke/ 1905 Lotus EElan

1. Baecamena’ 1969 AlTa Romes GTY

5. Baroukhanion 1972 Datsun 246

[}, School 1972 Saab Sonnct

T. $1ahly/ 1972 Alfa Romco GTV 2000

P. Taxmun/1964 Jaguar XKE

C. Van Sanu'1971 Alfa Romeo GT

B Willena! 1970 Mazda RXY

1o Wheeler/ 1974 Alfa Remeo GTV

E. Wood 1971 Al Roneo Spuler 1750

RACE GROUF C

DRIVERCAR

¥, Bralich/ 1969 MOGE

A, Busress' 1962 Austin Healey Sprite

M. Bumress/ 1959 Austin Healey Sprite

AL Chrisvapher 1963 Volvo PERO

L Daniels 1960 Austin Healey Sprite
T. Dretwiler/ 1968 Valva P1LEO0

1. Dimatod 1967 WAL 12METTS

B. Giurednick! 14960 Porsche 356

B Hewer/ 1958 Jabro MK 1

AL Eluc[x:r']‘i'rii Elva Courier

AL Kremear 1974 MGE

G, Lymeh/ 1961 Austin Healey Sprite

B Mlarguardu 1971 Alfa Bomes JT Junior

R. Michabek/ 1901 Austin Healey Bugeye
Sprite

[, Otngss! 1960 Anstin Healey Itltju::.'.:
Sl

P. Passon' 1964 Triumph Spitfire

1. Salishury/ 1962 Austin Healey Sprite
AL Sehmin/ 1972 Alfa Romco Spader
R. Soave' 1968 Austin Healey Sprite
R, Stadther 1903 Elva Courser Ford
AL Tham/ 19635 Alla Romea Gaulia T
T. Weow /1966 MG Midger

[, Wittenauer/ 1964 Mormis Mini Cooper
1 Wintenawer! 1968 Unipower Comp
HRACE GROURF D

DRIVER'CAHR

ML Heiser 1969 Lynx B

G, Black/ 1963 Zink C4

[ Carone/ 19469 Lynx FV

B, Clarke/ 1972 Lynx FlE

[, Dyvckman' 1968 Zink C4

T. Gill/ 168 Zink CF

. CiniTith/ 1971 RCA

5. Hughes 1968 Zink C4

[ Maier' 1969 Lynx B

B Phillips 1972 Zink 4

M. Rogers/ 1968 Bobsy Vega

E. Schwarzlose' 1972 Treabaft YV
AL Serrana’1965 Autodynamies Mk [
B, Styemymski' 1972 Lynx B

B. Stycoynski 1970 Lynx B

L Williomson' 1972 Caldwell D-13
RACE GROUFPE
DRIVERCAR

C. Compenter! 1995 Corveite

I8, Giarcin/ 1967 Mymouwh Barrcuda
S, Gros/ 1984 Corvente

R, Kehoa/ 1992 Chevy Luming

L Pearce/ 1964 Ford Musiang GT
RACE GROUF F
DRIVER/CAR

[ Lewnard!/194% MG TC Special
E, MeCord/1952 MG TD

L. Meadell 1933 Plymowth PC

T Stevenson/ 1952 MG TD

[, Hauiart' 1935 Riley Specinl
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Eikhart € age Festival XX XV*

September 18-20, 2020

Z70th Anniversary of Racing at Elkhart Lake
Featured marques: m

West Feature Race - Pre War - Where It All Began
East Feature Race - Japanese Marques

;‘-.-"i_:

!fﬂﬂﬂ‘g FORMULA VEE SERIES Jeft Porasik Datsun/Nissan, Honda, Toyota, Mazda
4 Uifﬁﬁ TRANS AM B-SEDAN SERIES PORASIK & YDF Raymond James Enduro Historic Cup Races
SPRITE - MIDGET SERIES for Disabled American Vets Special Open Wheel Feature Race

Jeff Porasik Enduro
Road Course Re-Enactment
Gather on the Green Concours

JEFF PORASIK - RAYMOND JAMES SALHRONIYANES

ENDURO FOR DISABLED AMERICAN VETS
ADULTS 518 PER DAY -12 & UNDER FREE
ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT ROCEFORD RESCUE MISSION

RAYMOND JAMES

IBRWVEBSTHRABRT 8

e

A COLINT VISIT US AT VSCDA.ORG and

61 916 -2650 Honored Guest
David Hobbs

VISIT US AT WWW.VSCDA.ORG and  facebook or 616 916- 2650



#40 Jim Hanna, 1986 Swift DB-2; #7 Ralph La Macchia, 1998
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VSCDA Vintage
Grand Prix Au Grattan

Grattan Raceway, Michigan

August 13-16, 2020
= stary by Chauncey Moran

Located in the rolling hills of sowthwest
Michigan, Gravan Raceway is a popular
locanen with folks who are serious about
track preparation for test and twunewith 12
named tums as well as additional changes
in dirgction, elevation, and track surface
coverings. Included are o hairpin, jump,
cuses, straights, and even a blind entry with
diverse camber,

For this year's Vintage Grand Prix au
Grattan, Sports 20000 was the featured
margue, and the turnout was famuastic,
with 21 regisicred S2000: arriving from
diffgremt pans of the ULS, to articipating in
this event. Being at capacity and necding
to meet distancing requirements, the 52000
racers and crew were in an arca called the

upper paddock, which made w extremely
convenient for photographs and interviews
with drivers, Excellent fresh food cooked
on site was provided af

Phore by Charreey Moran
Carbir S2000; #47
Glenn Jividen, 2006 Doran JE-1 52; #23 Robert Dusek lll, 1983 March 835; #78
Art Mitchell, 1983 March S2000.

Boxhom’s Lola, the Lola S 2000
driven by Jeft Porasik in Row
1, with Jerry Edguist, racing
2 9% Carbir 2000, and Cur
Leverton piloting a 2004 Carbir
CE2E. Acceleration slight into
the straight anticipating for
wavy green, By the halbway
point, ¢arly leaders Boxhomn,
Porasik and Larry Lunda, 1970
Porsche 914, had dropped out,
Ediuist held the lead for abaou
15 laps. Arcund lap 29-30, Cun
Levertom claimed the top spo
and led until the checkered Nag,
his his 241 and Tast bap being his
quickest at 122668 mph. Ralph
La Macchia was in second place
204 seconds behind, Third was
A Mitchell, racing 1983 March
S3. Cenainly worih mentianing
is Dave Burton flying along in
his Silver Streak 1964 Porsclhe,
cranking out consistent time
in the low 12305 and finishing
fourth overall,

With seemly imminent rain,
the second endure, for open
wheeled cars, wound up being
only Gail Burrows, in her 1979 Crosslé,
and Bob Burnside, in his 1970 Titan,
exchanging the lead for 30 minutes in

cach meal for event workers
(imcluding me), drivers amd
CToW,

Racing conditions were
almoest ideal, except for
some il spills and the heat,
Sunshing desired over the
predicied raim, Although
the skies threatened 1o open
up on Saturday alicrnoon,
rain did not occur until
before dawn on Sunday, As
registration, waivers and
drivers meeling were on

#11 William DeBoer, 1974 Datsun 280Z; #184

ling 10 minimize personal  Alex Amys, 1970 Triumph GTE.

contact, the Friday moming

slart up o praciice and
qualifying ran like a well
oiled machine.

The JefT Porasiks
Raymond James
EXDLURC s dedicated (o
honor disabled veterans
with donations of S50
or more per entry, With
one mandatory S-minute
pit stop within the hotr,
the result in an exciting
S3-minute race. As

their frendly race. [t was Bumside who
crossed the fimish ling, , 768 seconds ahead
of Burrows. They had fun for a great cause,
amd it's not 100 often you have the whole
track 1w yourself.

The B SEDAN RACE had a mosi
competitive field, with a starting grid
af Issac Keeler, 1969 Datsun 310 and
perennial winner at Grattan, Mike Pranka’s
1972 Alfa Romeo GTY, on the front row,
followed by Fob Davenport, sicering his
1972 Al Romeo GTV and David Michele
ima 1972 Alfa Romeo Allewa. That group of

Third place was in contention all along, with
Michele squesking past Davenport on Lap
& and holding that spot untl Lap 10, which
is when Davenport regained his third spot
and held on, finishing ahead of Michele
by enly (234 seconds, Close racing with
drafting adds to the excitement, regardless
of position finished.

The SPRITE/MIDGET RACE 15
always full of surprises. Close racing
oceurs often, and many of these vintage
racers have been running together for
decades, Linimg up on the pole was Doug
Bruce, 1959 Austin Healey Bugeve Sprite,
with John Salisbury's 1962 Austin Healey
Sprite beside him, The next row consisted
of Mal Fay, 1972 MG Midget, and David
Kessinger, 1970 MG Midget. Like a drag
race, Bruce and Salisbury dove into Tum
I the green fag. They raced hard in the
beginning, and Salisbury turned ihe fasiest
time in the Lap 9, but it was not enough
o catch Bruce, who was first e take the
checkered flag, Fay held the third overall
position throughout the race. VSCDA's
Spridaet Scrics races have three classes,
with Salisbury taking first place in class D,
while first in ¢lass E was Don Kelly, 1959
Austin Healey Bugeye Sprite.

GROUPA: The Formula Vee Challenge
i= always a favorite, as it winds up
containing multiple races within the
race, Out front of the 1 T-car rolling s1an
erid was Ene Coppock, wheeling a 14949
Lynx B with Garrett Van Camp, fying
his Yellowjacket 1970 Lynx B, in the
second position. Right behind them were
Mitchell Beiser. 1969 Lynx B, 4ith, and
Daniel Hayes piloting a 1969 McMNemera,
Van Camp passed Coppock on Giest lap,
who held second umil Lap 3, but then
dropped back in the pack. Yan Camp
wound up winning the race, renning in
first place for all 11 laps, with Beiser
comnng second, Mike Lawerence, racing
a 1975 Caldwell D-13, moved theough the
pack afler starting 1210 into 3rd position

#14 Issac Keeler, 1969 Datsun 510; #50 Mike Besic, 1969 Alfa Romeo
Duetto.

on Lap 4, going on 1o secure his place on
the podium ahead of Brian Styceynski,
Pole sitter Coppock, having slipped back
in the pack and having to deal with an
oil slick, worked his way
back 1o finish in fifth place.
Excellent recovery Eric,
with champion antitude.
GROUP B: The small
bore cars are always quick
arcund this course, Gridding
first was Tony Drews in a
very quick 1963 Triumph
TR, with Michagl Moorg’s
1962 TR4 second and Tim
Covert, Moodini Spars
Racer, in the third spot,
Covery jumped into the
lead om Lap 2 and remained
there, leaving Drews Lo
finish second, A 3-car dice
developed towards the end
of the race for the third
spat between Moore, Graig

Seifert’s 1966 MGB, and  #57d Lee Foseidon, 1966 AI Romeo GT .

then MceGehee retired during Lap 6. From
there, the race belonged to Kingham, though
he was chullenged for the tifle by Smit,
whe wrmed the fasiest time during Lap 9.

Seoii Fohrman's 1964 MGB,  Veloce; #156 Brad Kargl, 1968 BMW 1600-2.

Finally checkering out was
Moore, followed by Seviert in founh and
Fohrman in fifih,

GROUP C: Formula races are always
wheel to wheel and
exciting. Multiple
clazses combined
together in this
group. ingreasing
the challenges. Pole
position belonged 1o
William MceGehee,
F980 Crosslé/40F,
Alongside him was
Mhil Kingham, 1976
Zink Z219C, Nextin the
ling=up was Ron Smit,
1971 Rowal BP9 FaY,
and Steve Beeler, 1970

Beeler wound finishing third abead of Tim
Holland, Lotus 418,

CROUP D: Starting atop the grid was
Jonahen DeGayner, Devin Special, along
with Mike Pranka, 1972 Alfa Romeo
GTY2, Right belind them were Mike
Besie, 1969 Alfa Romeo Ductta, along
with WSCDA presidemt Alex Rorke in
a 1962 Lotus Elan, From the waving
of the green, DeGaynor roarcd away,
maintaining the everall lead for the entire
race, including turning the fasiest lap of
[.28.772 in Lap 9. Besic passed Pranka
during Lap | and maintaingd a solid 2nd-
place mun to the finish line. Third position
overall was scooped up by Richard Riley
in his 1971 Porsche 91 18T (nicknamed the
black panther for agility and speed) who

— —— aincey M ane would cxpeet, the  four were close together heading into Tum i s i I9mt]  [ola T540. Those passed Pranka during Lap 9,
#14 Tim Covert, 1965 Moodini Sports Racer; S2000% vccupied the 1, butafter that first lap, it was Pranka’s rece #19 Derek Chima, 1966 MG Midget; #47 Clancy four held the same GROUF E Sports 2000 Grand Prix

#35 Tony Drews, 1963 Triumph TR-4,
Page 1Y

first two rows, with Jolin — all the way, chased throughout by Keeler Schmidt, 1972 MG Midget. positions early. but  Race: | haven't witnessed such a parade

Page 15
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#3530 Steve Beeler, 1979 Lola T540; #67 Phil Kingham, 1976 Zink ZWG

#12 Tim Holland, 1968 Lotus 41 B,

and diverse group of Sports 2000 gracing
ihe Ciraitan track for yvears. [1's a track thai
clearly demonstrates the apility of Sports
Eacers and the prowess of drivess. Joha
Boxhorn (aka Green Hormet), Jeft Porasik
and Henry Payne are regular attendess
ihis rack, and the resi of the field of S2000s
provided a most welcome, competitive, and
friendly growp.

On this day, 19 racers took 1o the grd,
with Brent Germert, in 1990 Lola 90, on
the pole, and Payne in the second spot in his
familiar 1989 Laola 90, Thied on the grid was
Mark Coombs, driving a 1990 Lola 90, and
alongside him was Tohn Thompson, piloting
a 199 Lola 90v91, Roumding Turn 12 onto
the straight, the REMs began to increase in
anticipation of the green fag. Suddenly, the

EXTRANTS LIST
GHOUPA

DRIVERTAR

M. Baizer/1969 Lynx 0¥

L. Bugsse/ 1969 Lynx FV

C. Clinger/ 1972 Bcbmwepp XL

E. Coppack/ 1969 Lyew B

G Dennehy/ 1965 Lyny B

T. Eden'| 965 Lynx 1§

I Hayes' | 969 MoNemenr FY
B Jamus 1968 Lyn IR

ML Eatsmallen/ T Lyny B FV
K. Lawresce| 8 Zink £-5
M. Lamrence/ 19T Caldwell 113
. Mader’ 19469 Lyno I3

#42 Debbie Maier,
1969 Lynx B.

D Becte | 9% Lynxs B

B, Preisa 1992 Lvny

1, Shedd 1008 Ziek Lad

K. Emit'196% Lynx &

. Byceymeki/ 972 Lyns B

B, Stygevrnkn /1970 Lynx 13

5, Theohskl | W Lynx B

M. Westerfield' 1978 Caldwell I 13

GROUF B

DRIVERCAR

D Broge' 1959 Austim Healey Bupeve
Sprite

A Burmess! 1962 Austis Healey Sprite

M. Burress 1959 Austin Healey Speite

. Burton' 19464 Porsche 3560

T, Callorwas 1964 At Healew Sprie

B, Carkosa 1950 Aronn Hesley '."G|'H'il|.'
C. Chima/l 962 Lotus 7

. Chimra 1966 MO Midget

T, Conert/ 1965 Moodini Sports Racer

Page 1k

1. DreGagmen' 19469 Devin Spocial

T. Dheraales’ D% Valvo PR

T, Do | Grsd Iriiegeh TH-2

M. Fage 1072 ALG Adlidget

B Fisl! |'95% Austin Healey Spaite
5. Fulwman' 1964 MGH

M. Ford/ 1952 MG TTX

M. Frost' 1979 Honds Civie 1300
C. Hall | 964 Austin Healey Sprite
. Belly' 1961 Austin Heakoy Sprite
Y. Ecssinger 1970 MG Midgct

B Mlarguande! 197 | Al Boimeo 0T 3
M. MEoone' 192 Triwmnph TR-4

P Passom' 1964 Triumph Spitfine

1. Balisbury/ 1962 Austin Heakey Sprie
C. Schinid 1972 MG Mt

L. Searen'T9nd MO

B Smdibser? | 963 Elva Courier Ford
B Westinll' 1964 Triumph TR

T. Wilcox/ 1966 MG Mudget

LRI P

DHEVERCAR

G, Barmows! 1979 Crosslé T9FF

& Becler'1979 Lola TS0

G, Brvok='1978 Hawke DLIT

F. Burmssle/ 1970 Totan MEO

J. Hisch' 1'HeT Brabhaims BT21A

I, Carone’ 1969 Lotus 51

5. Drarban/ 1977 Tiga FFA

L. Fileon/ 1930 Zink Z-16

#61 Frank Newton,
19493 Van Dieman RF23.

L Foss 18400 Lotas 31

A, Frestea! 1972 Titan ME &8
B Harmingtes! 1986 Beynard FC
. Hayex' 1992 Van Dicmeon FC
T. Hollarsd' | 963 Loqus 415

I% Kingham!'| 976 Zimk £10C
5, Lavangston' | 978 Lola CF

W S Eodiehes 1950 Ceossld 40F
F. Mawion' 1993 Vs Dieman RF9Y

T. Pixley!| 7% Wheckr Supor
M. Petaenik/|9TE Lala T4
S, Eepkal | Caldwigd] [¥)
T, Schufe/ 1907 Lones 31 F
K. Smiv' 1971 Boyale BP9 FEV
i van Cansgp/ | 969 Lynx B

F. Wella'B979 Crosslé I5FF

#111 Jonathon DeGaynor,
1969 Devin Special.

LHOUP B
BRIVERT AR
Al Amys! 970 Triumph GTé

ML Besic’ V%69 Alfa Bomoo Do

15, Ballock | %71 MEHGEHE VE
5Lk
K. Day
W DheBboer! 1974 Datoun 2807
[ Deenison | 969 Dhatsum 510
E. Dot 1970 Diagsun 24008
1% Faremawanth) |3 BS1W 2H
I3 Farewoscrth’ | %73 BRW 20
G Herr/ 1972 Poreche 914

S By 1974 Datsun 260

15, Beared’ [Ted BNW [46H-2

1. Resle 199 Daatn S

L. Lunds' 1970 Porsche 414

. Lynch'1974 Saab Somctt 3
I3, Mantines' 1978 Alfa Bomeo
L MG’ 1T MG

| DR (Rl ETHTTERE RO LS [ |

18, Melvin' 1974 Alfs Bomeo GTV

[ Michele/ 1972 Al Bomea ¢
B, Dalex/1973 Datsun 240E

anps’ 1959 Alfa Remsen GTA
poat! 1972 Al Romeo GTY

thundering of full acceleration was heard
and felt as the Sports 2000z began their |5
laps excitement.

Payne has to pit carly inthe race, By Lap
4, Coombs has slipped passed Germert and
become the leader. Several other cars have
changed positions throughout the ficld,
Germen mavigated some traffic during
Lap & and regained the lead from Coombs,
who then gets passed asain by Thompson
on Lap 10, Some close racing ensued
through the remaining five laps of the mce,
with wheel-te-wheel action all around the
track, Giermert is first to the line to clmim
the checkered fag, 7 seconds ahead of
Thompson, Coombs winds up [inishing
in third, and fourth gocs to Curt Leverton,
who was consistent 1o a fult during the
race. The attitude of these Sports 2000 was
exemplary amongst vintage drivers on and
ofF thae track,

Thus concluded the VSCDA Vintape
Grand Prix Aw Grattan for 2020, Special
appreciation for all the track owners,
securiy, emergency personal, VSCDA
board and siafl, kitchen stalf, tech small,
drivers, crews, and fellow photographers
fior a memorable event,

. Paran 1972 BMMW 22

L. Posgesdan/' 190 Alla Koo GT
Velooe

M. Pranka/ 1972 Alfa Romeo GTY

Voo 1. Futnamd' 1981 Marda RXT

E. Riley 1971 Porsche 91158T

AL Fewk e TS Laties: BRar

J. Sacammein [ W AN Homen Gl Y

T. Upshur! 1972 Lotas Eurcpa

E. Wheatley/ 1969 Dagsun 510

1. Wheeher! | %74 Alfas Ronseo GTY

IR

DRIVERCAR

1. Baxhorn 2000 Carbar 52

M. Cosomibe’ 1 9HE Loda THE 50

. esnécan’ | P40 Lala 52000

. Dk 117] s Sl THE-2

B hasek L1983 March 835

#1897 Brian Lynch,
1974 Saab Sonett.

). Edspaist W0 Carbir $2000
B Cierneet! 990 Lok M0 90
J. Hanna' 1986 5wl [E-2
1ir] (i, Jividem 2000 Doezn JE-1 52
12 B Keall/ 1983 I.;.',J.!‘\-_"m*?'
F_ La Macchia' 1998 Carbir $3000
C. Leavertom 200 Casbir OS5
L. Leaveston 2N Carsbir O
A, Mleseiell | WS March 52
H. Payna/ 1989 Lala 90
1. Porasik’| 986 Lola 2000
Brling L. Eensi/ 1985 Lala TS5
ML Serhann 20 Catbar 52
R Shemuesd 203 Casbiy 52
T. Sloan/ 1958 Lol B8%0
Alfeta . Thompson'I53] Lala 9190
L. Vanee' 1987 Loda BY %0

VINTAGE . GRAND ' PRIX
AU GRATTAN XXXIV

AUSUST 14-—15,' 2020

THE MIDWEST BERPENT
" BRATTAN RACEWAY
BELDING, MI

ES: FORMULA VEE, TABS,
BFRIDHET, 70, 82000
FEATURED MARGUE: 82000
JEFF PORASIK/RAYMOND JAMES
ENDURD
DISABLED AMERIGAN VETS

(518) Sill6-2650 aVESCDAIORG
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1990 Lola 52000.
— story by Pete Gorski

When most people think of sports cars,
they think of Evrope - Porsches, Ferraris,
and Alfas from the Continent, and Triumphs,
MGs, and Lowmses from England, And a
look at most vintage paddoecks bears that
out. But the Land of the Rising Sun has an
illustriows history when it comes 1o spons
cars as well. To prove the point, the WVECTIA
made Japanese cars the featured.  well, mot
margue. . .country for the 2020 Elkhart Lake
Vintage Festival at Road America.

T commemoraie the honor, 20 Japangse
cars formed up on the main straight during
Fridav's lunch break for their family
portrait. While largely a Datsun/Missan
reunion, a pair of Hondaz provided a
little variety, Sadly, there wias no kansgi
engincering or zoom-zooming in the
formation, a5 the Mazdas invited to compeie
in the event were umthle to attend, and the
Tovota WSE on hand didn't participate.

With Friday's schedule largely dedicated
to practice sessions, the Jeff Porasik!
Raymond James ENDUROD, benefitting
Disabled American Veterans, filled the necd
for racing. A massive 58 cars comprising
six difforent classes and suhelasses rushed
down the front straight inmto Twm 1. The
diverse group contained everything from
[Don Omdrcjeak’™s 1994 Honda Prelude, to

Scoit Borchera™s 19699 Corverte, 1o the 1960
Elva Couricr of Mason Hocper.

With 15 520005 in the Deld, 'z
unsurprising Mt an the end of 19 lapshe top
of the leader hoard would be packed with
the steeamlined sports racers. Henry Pavie
(1989 Lola90) had taken the green from
13th and steadily worked his way toward
the front, Perhaps ton
stcadily. Something
wias missing from
his laps chart - the
tellale dip cansed by
the required S-minute
pit stop. Due to this
oversight, Payne was
Ded. His departure
mewved Avery Stuckart
(20010 Carbir C82)
onto the top step,
followed by Ralph La
Macchia { 1995 Carbir)
and appropriately

Besie reached Turm 12 fiest, the entrance
to the turn bathed in shadow, the apex
and exit in full sun. Boller, the Porsche
contingent, and Murray swarmed through
the turn behind him, their engines at full
smarl as they powered out of the valley,
But while the turn was mostly in sun, the
track temperature and more importantly,
tire temperatures, had not golten 1o the
point where grip was easy o fnd. As the
restof the field streamed by, slight lock-ups
umder braking (and a spin at the apex) were
COMTIGH,

The Alfa-powered LaBoa was a model of
consistency, running 2:325 on four of the
remaining five laps. Boller would claim
fastest lap of the race, at 2:29.368, b it
wasin't enough to get him back arownd
Hesie, Balbach worked arownd Grundah
on lap three, stringing together a handful
of 2:32s on his way 1o the third siep on
the podium. Hansen and Murmray swapped
places twice, with Murray getting the better
of the exchange and the final spot in the
Top Five.

cnongh, Jeft Porasik  #04 Gary Davis, 1965 Dodage Dart,

(1986 Lola). 520004

occupied the next three spots, with Yves
Scemama’s 1974 Porsche 911 the first of
many Porsches an the field.

Sunday’s final races kicked off with a real
paddock clearer, 2= 54 GROUP 3C/8 racers
assembled under the low moming sun, Josh
Boller and Mike Besic formed the front ronw
in their similar-bul-
different takes on the
apen-cockpil concept
— Baller in his 1%64
Lotus 23, Besic inhis
1904 LaBoa ME 11 A
trig of 91 15 finllowed,
pilated by Road
America regulars
Steve Grundahl,
Georpe Balbach Sr.,
and Lisa Hanscn,
John Murray was
the top Datsun on
the grid in his 1973

#41 Craig Sutherland, 1973 Porsche 911. 2007,

Page 20 ’

Only in comparison to the the previous
race would the 28 cars of GROLUP3ASZE G
seemm small. But what they lacked in relative
mepmibers. they made up in displacement,
horsepower, and tire width. In what was
casentinlly a battle between front-cngined
Chevys and Fords (and Gary Davis' 1965
Drodge Daryand rear-engined Porsches, the
more fire you hid to put down the inereased
power the cold air was almost certainly
generating, the better your ehances were,

Pole-sitter Evan Pecorne (1970 Mustang)
was joined by Rober Gee (1909 Corvette),
with Todd Teffon (1974 911 IROC) and Ray
Mulacek {1999 Camaro) formuing row fwo.
Scott Borchetta (1969 Corvetie) ralled off
fromm row three with Frite Seidel’s 1973 911
RSR by his side.

It may be cliché o deseribe the audio
response 10 the preen flag waving as “a
thunderous roar,” but that dogsn’t mean it's
not wecueate, The conversion of air and fuel
o motion and noeise could casily Be heard

in the Carousel, with the volume rising as
the figld blasted out of Tum 3, Pegore lod
a 7-car breakaway through the Carousel,
gapping his pursucrs shightly, The soumd
of his engine preceding hin, Pecore areed
through Turn 12 ahead of Gee, Treffer,
and Mulzcck.

While the first lap saw the from of the field
remain largely in grid onder, lap two gave
the order a good shake, with only Pecore
excaping us eflecs. Gee fell w the charging
Borchetta, then retired two laps [ater, Tretfert
dropped down 1o 1dth before parking his
Porsche afier four laps. Mulacck had the
most exciting retirement of the session,
Approaching Canada Corner on Lap 3, he
overcooked the ecnrance and performed
remarkably praceful four-wheel drifi through
the turm and across the gravel imp, making
light contact with the tire wall.

The raft of deparures changed the
complexion of the top Ave. Seidel assumed
third, with the 1969 Devin Special of
Jonathon Dediavnor rising from Sth 1o
fourh. Danel Pare (1969 Camaro £728)
improved four spoas as well, waking fifih.

Bt out front, what had been a relatively
casy mee Tor Pecore was aboul 10 get 4
little more complicated. Borchetta had
been cranking out laps in the mid-2:20s,
including a session-best 2;24.076, Aided by
traffie, he closed on the Mustang, During
the final lap, his Corvette led through the
Carousel, Pecore battled back, retaking
the lead on the run from The Kink to Tum
12, Borchetta could have pressed the issue
(literally), but kept it clean. Pecore held on
10 the lead, taking the checkers 1.2scc ahead
of Borcherta,

The first theme race of the day, the
OPEN WHEEL SPECIAL, continued
the trend of high car counts. Led by Mark
Brannon’s 1997 Indy Lights Lola, 31 other
open-wheelers (and a handful of guest-
slarring 52000 and assoried sports racers)
cut through the crisp moming air, Steve
Cirundahl {2003 Van Diemen FE2), Geoll
Brabham (1971 Brabham BT-35) Andy
Jackels (1988 Lola 85/90), and Robert

#66 Rex rret't, 1933 Ford Indy Racer; 523 Robert

Stream, 1972 MG Midget.

wWWwviclorylane conm

Boller {1974 Falt RT-1) filled the next five
spats on the grid.

Brannen didn’t spare the whip, blasting
out toa big lead carly. He set the Fastest lap
of the race on s third circuir, a 2:009:732,
With additional seconds piling up, he took
the chockered Mag nearly 50 ticks before
his closest pursicr.

Sccond-place runner Grundahl, who
seemed to be struggling with brake issues,
marking his entrance 10 Tum 12 with little
pulls of lockup multiple tmes, eventually
got it sorted on his way to sceond place,
Brabham ran a solid reee on the way to thid,
with fourth going to Bill Wallschlacger and
his 1997 Van Dicmen RFOT, Who would
oceupy the final spot in the wop live was
lgss ceriain.

Jackels had switched places with the
ascending Wallschlagger on lap one. He
and Holler dropped further down as Henry
Payvne ¥V (1989 Lola T90) vauled from
seventeenth on the grid to ffth at the end
of three laps. But just as quickly as he
appearcd, he disappeared. falling to ninth
on lup four before retiring, Boller was the
benehciary, securing [lth place.

Things took a turn toward the exotic
and powerlul (and shightly more modern),
for the GROUP 9 session, A wvariety of
MASCAR stockers, some relatively necent
(like ClLT Sigmann's
2006 Charger), some
— charmingly nostalgic
(like Stephen Papalas
1953 Hardee's Monie
Carle) were joined
by a flect of 19490
and newer 911s along
with Steven Lisa’s
2000 Punoz Esperante,
Bill Heifner's 2011
Cadillae CTS-VR, and
Brian Carlson’s 2011
Camaro,

While there were
multiple instances of,

“Ooo haven't seen that before!™ sprinkled
throughout the grd, Road America regulars
found many familiar fscias filling the from
of the field. At least at first. Pole-sitter Colin
Comer's 1994 Mustang GT completed
only two laps, its normally fire-breathing
exhaust sounding a bit off. Adoum Rupp’s
1995 Mustang GT Faired slightly bener;
he covered just over 16 miles before his
poay joined Comer’s on the way 10 the glue
factory

Ron Malee (1995 Mustang GT1) had ne
such problems. Picking up the flaming-
exhanst mantle from Comer, Maleo set a
personal-best 2:0%.714 on lap two, having
taken the lead on lap one. Robent Blain
(2004 Corvette CoR), who gtarted in third
and ¢irculated for four laps in that position,
assumod second with Bupp’s netirement.
Randy Rosenmerkel and his 1982 Pontiac
Trans Am worked past Ray Bonthron (2002
Mustang), Willy Todd (2009 Ford Fusion),
and Lee Milazzo (2009 Daviona Protobvpe)
on his way to the final podium step. Todd
settled in fournh, with Milazzo rebounding
1o Tifth.

The GROUP 7 mee was a more intimale
affair, with cight cars waking the green fag,
Many of the Open Wheel Special drivers
reterned for their formal session, with two
others joining the fun — the Frenches and
their 1997 Formula One cars, So...

OF course the Frenches dominated,
Because even a slightly de-tuned F1car is
atill eye-wateringly fast, Rocketing from
cormner o comer, that wonderful F1 owhir
signaling their impending arrival from
three comers away, the pair logoed fast lap
on the same lap (two), separated by eight
hundredihs of a second, Those 1:5008s were
17 seconds faster than the next best lap time.
1"z always fun to speculate as o which
French will take the checkers, as the draft up
the front straight prevents one from gapping
the other. In this instance, Brian crossed the
line first i his 1997 Benetton, one tenth
alexd of James and his 1997 Jordan.
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Sonett.

Mark Brannon managed (o squeeze
enpugh speed from his Lights Lola te stay
on the lead lap, Gmishing thied. His 2:00.3
wis seven secomds better then the nexi
best time set by S1eve Grundahl, although
Grundahl missed a few oppoenunitics (o
improve as he retired his Yan Diemen
after five laps. Tom Simpson reminded
evervbody in attendance how wild and
aperessive FSO00 cars can look. He browght
his 1972 McKee Mk 18 across the ling in
fourth, ahead of Robert Boller's Ralt,

The retumn to the theme porion of the
schedule also meant a return to full prids,
A solid 25 cars formed up o contest the
KIMBERLY CUP, As always, the key o
winming the Kimberly is to go fast, but not
too Fast, Tum a better-than-3:00 lap and
wou get beanded with the searler DO, As it
tirned cut, Timing and Scoring necded o
Lot of red paint,

Keeping with the red theme, either the
front-runners let the red mist get the best
af them, or they just didn’t care, Each of
the top five starters got DQed for dropping
belowe 3:00, and not just by a linle, Which
is really wo bad, becavse the racing out
fromt was pretly good, Scott Jagusch (1986
Renault Sports Racer) and Tim Detwiler
(1969 YVolve PIR0O) swapped the lead
twice, with Mark School (1971 Saab

#21 Evan Pecore, 1966 Ford Mustang; #19 Ray
Mulacek, 1969 Camaro.
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#96 David School, 1972 Saab Sonett; #97 Mark School, 1971 Saab

Sonctt) a constant in second. David School
had his 1972 Sonen in founh, but retired
after four laps, although the impending
D made that less of an “agh!™ moment,
David®s departure raised Jon Baver (1959
Austin=Healey Sprite) up 1o fourth, b
again,.. 258,028 is more than one sccond
quicker so. ..

Peehaps Mike Fisher
has a better internal
clock, or mavbe he
looked at the leaders
and thought, “Those
Zuys are going a bit (oo
fast.” bt either way,
after the DOQs came
down, it was Fisher
and has 1960 Ausnin-
Healey 3000 Mk 1 who
ended up as the official
Kimberly winner, B

spiritual forefather in Amon Julian's 1965
Lotus Elan, Evan Hoobchaak's 1974 Mormis
Mini 1L and the 1984 Porsche 944 of
Shane Denney. And nobady exceeded the
time cutof, although Brian Davis, his 19632
Elva Courier, and its 2245609 were only a
strong tailwind away from breaking oul of
the 2:45 limit.

Unfortunately, hard contact on the from
straight brought om the double-yvellows
after two laps, followed soon thereafler
by the black and checkers. So whether
Draviz and the others in the top ve could
have kept their competitive urges under
control and stay on the happy side of
215, we'll never know. After two racy
laps, Brian Duvis teok the win ahead of
Micolas Clemences 1967 9115, Matthew
Coctzinger rushed up to thind from seventh
in his 1965 911, with George Balbach Sr.
(1960 336 B) in fourth and Alex Amys
(1970 Triwmph GT6) in fAfth.

The final Cup race of the day brough
back the high cuputs, big wings., and wide

B i

Fisher dicn't just inherin #1867 Michael Moore, 1962 Triumph TR4; #66
the win. He rose from  Craig Seifert, 1966 MGB.

F9th om the grid o fifth

before T&S got involved. Derek Chima
(1966 MO Midget) was the adjusted
second-place finisher, with Joe Brabender s
steady renning putting his 19635 Yolvo 1225
in third, Kurt Marquardt (1971 Alfa Romeo
GT Junior) had a nde similar o Fisher,
advancing from a pre-adjustment 22nd
1o Fth, which meam
fourth place. Tom Cole
(1967 Austin-Healey
Sprite) completed the
revised top five,

Mext up was the
SHELDOXN CUP. 44
drivers poured down
the hill from tum one
into Turn 3 on their
gquest for Sheldon
henors, The diversity
dial was set to full
“pelectie.” with the
ficld featuring Julic
Dahbmer's 1999 Marda
MX-5, the Miata's

tires, and unlike the other Cup races, there
was noceiling on speed, More than 30 cars
mmbled out of Thunder Valley on the pace
lap for the Elkhart Lake Cup although only
30 would be scored. Bad times continucd
tee befall the Mustang GT jockeys. with
Colin Comer and Lance Wiskirchen
(2002 Mustang Cobra) retiring without
completing a lap.

With Comer out, the first two rows took
on the look and feel of a Porsche reunion,
with Tom MeGlynn {1997 911 GT2 Eve)
and Kenneth Greenberg (1996 911 RSR)
heading Brady Refenming (1997 911 RSRE)
and Yves Seemama (1974 911), David
Carlson changed wp the vibe in his 1997
MASCAR Thunderbird, But by the time
the field roared into Turm 12, MeGlynn
and Greenberg had a Few new grills in
their mirmors.

Seon Borchena (1969 Corvente) advanced
to third, moving past Refenning, with
Willy Todd's 2000 Fusion stocker in fifth.
But in just a few laps, everything behind

MeGlynn changed. Todd's lap race had
a very ballistic ook to i1, Rising as high
az third, he Gell down the order and retired
afier four laps, Borchenta dropped to fifih,
rebounded 10 fourth, then settled in fifth.
Bead Dabimer (2008 Monte Carlo) would
have won the Big Mover awand (sponsored
by Mayilower let"s sav), vaulting from 24th
{0 dth, And were it not for Dahmer, Randy
Rosenmerkel (1982 Trans Am ) would have
taken the Big Maover award, {Mavhbe it was
[ean Van Lines.) He took the green from
Edih and relegated Greenberg o third on
his way to second,

All of this would have been news 1o
MeGlyan. His lap times steadily improved,
witha 2:17.3 on lap six keeping him above
the frav. When he crossed the finish line
after seven laps, the gap w Rosenmerkel
was 13 seconds.

The first race after the lunch break saw
a half-dozen GROUP 1 Pre-War cars take
1o much windice 640 acres. But what was
once six unforunately quickly became four,
Douglas St ook the cutout at Tum 5
his 1935 Riley Special on the pace lap, and
the persistent oiling problems that affected
Sooil Larson's 1937 Begatti forced him to
retire after only one lap,

Their departures lefl Bex Bamren and his
Big 1933 Ford Indy Specizl to mix itup with
the 1933 MG TD of Russell Lane, Edson
MeCord’s 1952 T, and Mark Brandow's
1947 TC. Considering Barren’s displacement
advamtage, Lane put ina fine dove 1o stay as
close 1o the Ford s he did. Hining 107mph
in the speed trap between twms four and
five, Bareett improved his time over cach of
the last four laps, stretching his lead 1o 19
seconds. Lane ook second, with MeCond
in third and Brandow in fourth.

Mechanical attrition knocked severl cars
ot of the JAPANESE FEATURE RACE
even before the green flag flew. With the sun
glinting ofl their bodywork, the 19 remaining
competitors sl put on & good show, With
six-sevenths of the feld wearing Datsun/
Missan badzes, it was no surprise (lal there™d
he o Z-car on the front row, the 1973 2607

#49 Garrett Van Camp, 1969 Lynx B; #92 Eric

Coppock, 1969 Lynx B.

wwwoviclorylane. com

#35 Doug Karon, Lotus; #16 Steve Grundahl, 1972 Porsche 911; #01

Russell Gee, 1973 Porsche 911; #110 Lisa Hansen, 1963 Porsche 911.

of John Murray. Lined up next to him was a
more modem expression of Nissan's sporting
heritage, the 1995 240 5X of Jim Froula,
Randall Green's 1972 240 and Jeff Jagusch
Sr's 1970 2402 made up row two, You“d
have 1o go down to row five to find the first
Honda, Don Onedrejeak s 1994 Prelude, wath
Mare Frosts 1979 Civie a few places back,

Froula arrived in the Tumn 5 braking zone
first on lap ong, ahead of Murray, Green,
Japusch Sr.and the streaking Trov Ermish,
The 2004 350Z had rolled off in 13h, but
moved into the wop five with an ouwtbraking
move on the outside of Jefl Parnell { 1970
Dratsumn 3103 When they appearcd the nexi
lap, Froula had mirrors full of Ermish, If
a person wanted to gamble on who would
be in the lead on lap three, Ermish would
have been a safie ber. But thut's why they
call it gambling.

Froula maintained his position eut front,
with a substantial amoum of open track
where Ermish had been. Murray and Green
would both cyele through before Ermish's
Z began the run wp the hall to fum six, As
it turned o, Ermish was experiencing
engine electrical ssuwes, and his dav ended
a few laps later.

With his major challenger gone, and the
need fo defend with him, Froula was able to
focus on his own race. Consistemly hinting
I 38mph through
the trap, he put in
three 2:235 and a
persomal best 2:27.7
on his way tothe top
step on the podivm,
Murray ook the
second step, with
Girgen on the third,
Jagusch Sr. came
home fourth, with
Parmell filling out
the top five.

While they may
lack the top speed,
down-low-lorque,

or neck-straining grip of some of their
racing cousing, the 15 FVs of GROUP 10
puit on o heck of show, Garrent Van Camp
led the Lynx pamade in his 196% edition,
with Eric Coppock and Mitchell Beiser's
19695 in third and fourth, Paul Bastyr
was an island unto limself, the only non-
Lynx B im the Girst three rows — his 19609
MeMamaraScebring staged on the outside
af the front row,

Bastyr had fallen back 1o third by the time
the Neld reached Turn 5, but than dwdn™
mean he was out of contention, He, along
with Beizer, and two Styceynskis (Bill and
Brian, 1970 and 1972 Lynx Bs) were all
part of a cluster of FVs chasing afier the
leading YVan Camp and Coppock. But at took
only cight mare lums for Van Camp and
Coppock 1o being gapping their pursuers.

A look at the time sheets shows just how
close the racing was throwghout the field,
Ed Smith {1968 Zink) outlasted Bill Gill
(1965 Zink Ca), who outlasted Joseph
Stiefel (1968 Lynx B), with three wenths
covering the trio, The Styceynskis crossed
the line separated by two tenths, with third
and fourth place going o Bastyr amd Beiser,
a scant 183 between them, That , 185 must
have seemed ke a luxurious vacation to
Van Camp and Coppock. Using the long
mun up the main straight 10 his advamage,
Coppock drafted past Van Camp as they
approached the Nag stand, tripping the
lights by a photo-finish-worthy 064!

Returning after their long mid-gvent
break, 21 GROUP 5 drivers suited up one
last time, 320005 unsurprisingly composed
a large portion of the grid, with a handful
of spons racers mixed in. And while their
numbers may have been small, the sports
racers were well represented an the sharp
end of the figld. Pole-siner Jefl Miller
and Josh Boller locked ow the front row
in a 1977 Lola T496 and Cheveon B36
respectively, with Johnny Kanavas® 2000
Lola B1O-90 in fifth, his visor full of the
boedywork of Henry Fayne ¥ (1989 Lola
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Porsche 996.

T and Avery Stuckan (20100 Carhir
CS.

Kanavas moved up quickly, sining in P2
hehind Miller and abead of Boller as the
fleet of S2000= fanned out across the track.,
a colorful armada taking whatever line
worked. Unfortunately, an incident in Tum
12 brought out the local yvellow, Racing
continued around the other 13 wms, with
Boller and Kanavas going deep in the brake
#one for Turm 5. Miller was hitting 146mph,
bt had 1o stow his pace to pass o dispatched
safety vehicle heading 1o Turm 12,

With the concem For the welfare of drivers
involved i the incident and the workers on
site paramount, the decision was made to
end the session afler three laps, Miller was
seorad first, ahead of Kanavas and Boller,
Stuckart ended in fourth with Payne ¥ in
fifih.

Mid-to-late afternoon Sunday sessions
often suller from long-tow-itis, I1's been a
long weekend, wraffic could be an issue ...
Thi= 30 drivers that turned oot for GROUE
2730y cared more about racing than gening
home and unleading carly. After two
formula sessions, il was once again L
for something for evervbody, Alfas? Check,
Healeys and MOGs? Quite a few. Porsches?
Yz, bui nod as many as you™d expect, There
wis alzo o 1964 Morgan 474, a 1965 Volvo
E225, and a 1966 Ginetta G4,

Paul Joyaux sat on pole in his 1963
Crosslé 535, Flanking him was a very
distinctive SFR. Piloting one ofthree Spec-
Racers in the field, Amber Stephenson’s
wore the Wonder Woman twin-W logo
over a US-Mlag-themed livery, Her helmaet
completed the leak, right dovwn to the crown
the Princess wears, Anton Julian was back
in ks 1965 Elan, with Austin Schanit's
1972 Alfa Romes Spider completing row
T,

While they started from the front row, the
first four tums did not go the way Joyaux
and Stephenson probably would have

T ——

: 5 Brad Dahmer, 2008 Chevy Monte

RPN

——

Carle; #EEichaeI Ketten, 2002

with fifih-place starter Brian Davis {1962
Elva Courier) right bebind him. The Crosslé
and SEF followed Schmitt’s Alfa up the
hill g wurn six, the quintet forming a small
breakaway. By the time the group emerged
from Thunder Valley through turn 13, only
Schmint remained in the same position.
Draviz hebd the lead ahead ot Julian, with
Stephenson now in fourth.

Lap two saw the order shufled again, with
Julian now in first pursuwed by Stephenson,
Joaux, Schmitt, and Davis, Demonstrating
that no one drver was dominating, as the
pack crossed the start/finish line a third
time, the lead had changed hands agan,
Stephenson emerged from under the
pedestrian bridee in ficst, with Julian second
and the others unchanged,

Davis would eventually get around
Schmett, taking him on the run from Turm 3
to Turm 5. Schmitt fought back valiantly, but
ol loese under braking in Ove, dropping
him out of contention, Davis continued
his charge, filling the now third-ploce
Julian™s mireors with Elva, but fell short
of the podium by 392sec. Jovaux kept the
pressure on Stephenson as well, seiting
a fast-lap 2:38.7 on the final circuil, B
he too fell shon, missing the top step by
A2dsee,

The fimal “reguler™ race of the weckend
brought a return
tov formula racing,
as an equally
commitied 22
GROUP 4 drivers
cranked over their
engines for one last
go. Raeder Pearce
had s 1971 Lotus
698 on the pole.
Limsed up next o him
was, in @ way, two
Brabhams = Geoll
Brabham inoa 1971
BT35 Brabham. L .

another BT35 1o the second row, joined by
Jesse Jurgenson's 1979 Dulon MP2I,

Brabham brought the beginnings of
a three-car breakway through Turn 3,
harassed closely by Mearce, with Homig a
few cor lemgihs back. Tom Stephani (1978
Crosslé 35F) led the next three-car pack,
having moved wp from his fifih on the god.
But ihe space between Siephani, Jurgenson,
and the 1977 AMAR Eagle DGEF of Jacgues
Dreczang was almost dangerously small.

Az the leaders streaked into mern 14, one
car was missing. Brabham had slowed on
the hack siraight, failing to compleie a lap.
His departure moved Homig up 1o second
behind Pearce. Swephani and Jurgenson
were joined by Dan Chapman, his 1968
Brabham BT2IE having gotten around
Diresang. Hornig eventually worked past
Pearce, with the pair disappearing into the
distance. When the checkered fag few,
Hornig saw it 2.8sec bofore Pearce.

But the battles for the lasi three spots in
the top five were much mone contentious,
Chapman fell out of fourth on lap thres,
but didn™t fall far, He hovered at the
back of the group, waiting for a mistake,
Dresang refused o accommodate him,
while Jurgenson and Stephani traded the
final podium position three limes over
the last three laps. As the quartet charged
toward the finish line one last time, the drafi
wald again determine who fimished where,
Third place went to Jurgenson, followed by
Stephani, Dresang, and Chapman.

After a surprisingly full afternoon of
racing, the long-tow-itis finally flared op,
with only seven cars answering the call
the gl‘id for the BI1G BORE EXNDURD,
A mixture of Porsches, a Panoz, and a C4
Corvette spent 21 laps settling the final
race af the event, bounding over curbs and
ihrough the growing shadows, Steve Dunn
led wire to wire in his 2012 GT3 Cup,
with Kenmeth Greenberg (1996 11 RSR)
and Steven Lisa (2006 Panoz Esperante)
completing the podium. William Kubilus
(2003 GTS Cupland Don Ondrejeak {2007
997 Cup) came home in fourth and ffth,
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5. Davizon 200 % Asson Manin GT4

—

#14 Brad Hoyt,
1967 McLaren MGE.

K. Diomes 20H 4 Corvette

%, Dunnv 2012 Possche 97,2 GTE

M. Fishen 2000 Auds 54

J. Froulal | 958 Migaun 2405 X

C, (rehling 000 % Dindpe Viper Coupe
K. Greenberg 1006 Porsche 311 RSR
1. Booeber! 1990 O3ds Cwtlacs

M, Beinen 3002 Porsche Hé

W, Kubaluw 2003 Porsche 903 GTS

T. Morgan' 1973 Caorette

15, Myers' | 990 Corvetie

. Omndeejeak/ D007 Porsche 997.1 GTA
5. Papalas’I %53 Chevy Monge Carlo
R.. Rosenmeerkel’ 1952 Pontiac Trans=-Am
K. Rupp/ 1994 Ford Mustang

A Stovers 2006 Poarsche 997 CUP

T. TreMfom 200 Mizan GTR

5. Walker/ 1987 BMW ME

K. Wasenko'| 988 Corvetie Ol

L. Wiskirchem 2002 Ford Mustang Cobra
GROUP 10

DRIVER'CAR

. Bastar! 19469 Mo Mamam Schring

E. Coppock/l 9% Lynx I

A Holverwon/ 1971 Lynx B

R. Proiss/ 1972 Lymx

E. Smith/1968 Zink £

B, Severynski 1970 Lynx B

prefereed. Julian arrived in Tum 3 first,  Fon Hornig beought #61 Frank Memn_n.h'!-ﬂnﬂ;ﬁ ‘l;'an Diemen RF93.
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can’t spend time in close proximity to each oth-

er.unless they are killing something - as in Hunt-
ing & Fishing. For example, if two guys just wanted to
sit close together in a small boat quietly appreciating
the morning sunlight glistening across the pond peo-
ple might look askew if they didn’t have a pole in hand
and line out into the water. Or during hunting season,
“Hey Bill, I found this tree fort in the forest. Maybe
we can spend a couple hours up in there...wear
some matching outfits. Put some make up on2 What
do you thinkg” “Okay Karl, but I'd feel more com-
fortable if we were killing something...like deer.”

Comediqn Brian Regan has a bit about how men

Hobbies: It's one area men can bond over a shared
interest. The one hobby we all have in common is
racing. In particular Vintage Road Racing! But based
on Social Media | know some of you guys and gals
have other hobbies outside of automotive related
ones. Some of you are Grill Masters. Some of you
garden. Some of you decorate your homes..Some of
you run marathons (more about that later in this issue
with Marc Frost) and some of you rescue pets.

Hobbies can be broken down into Performance/Ac-
complishment (Ego Driven) Hobbies and Mastery
(Self Improvement ie learn a language, play an in-
strument) Hobbies. | would say that
Road Racing falls into both categories

of : R A
at'times. Since it's a competitive sport
its about winning and performing, but
it's also about self improvement in the
form of learning your race-craft and
learning how to repair your car.
Also, at times when you aren’t
actually
dicing
with
someone
a n d
you're on

By Chris Bonk

the track alone it becomes somewhat of a Zen exer-
cise. You, the machine and the track. You and the
machine becoming one as you find the balance of
grip that the track has to offer you. It's definitely a
boost to the ego if you are perform well, but
there are mastery skills too.

Over the years, | have had many
hobbies, but I'd say | have 4 that
have been fairly constant. Well,
one has been lifelong, one has
been of interest most of my life
and two have happened in
adult life. Currently my hob-
bies include: Vintage Road
Racing (though I've followed
racing and cars since my
Matchbox days)Scuba Div-
ing, Song Writing, Guitar
Playing (and performing live).
Painting/Creating  Art/Photog-
raphy. In some ways they seem
quite disparate, but in other ways el-
ements overlap. Lets look at the basic
appeal of each hobby and then the
“Cons”, pitfalls and negative conse-
quences of having the hobbies | love.
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Vintage Road Racing

The Appeal: Where to start2 Adrenaline! The rush!
The thrillll Going fast is at the heart of the appeal of
racing. And going faster than your competition is
where ‘the performance/ego aspect of this hobby
falls into play. Not only is it fun to go fast and feel the
mounting G-Forces in corners, in brake zones or on
the main straight under acceleration, but it’s the sat-
isfaction of doing it in a controlled manner! Finding
the cars limits of adhesion on an ever changing sur-
face as you put the car into a 4 wheel drift at speed
is a sublime feeling. It's also a scary feeling. Tempting
fate is definitely an appeal for some racers.

There is also the cat & mouse, chess-match-at-
100mph aspect that is also at the heart of the sport’s
appeal. When two cars are somewhat equally
matched the game is on as to who has the reflexes,
the best line, the ability to fake out or psych out their
fellow driver. Set them up one lap as:if you're going
to pass them on driver’s left, then do the fake to the
left and go to driver’s right on another attempt. It's
heady stuff when done ot speed while giving
each other the proper respect.

@ With a club like The VSCDA one of
I the biggest appeals is the camara-
derie in the paddock the whole
weekend. People helping each
other out under the hood or shar-
ing a dicing story over a beer
while “bench racing”. This hobby
has definitely gotten it's hooks into me.

The Downside: Once again, where to begin?
lt's dangerous. Serious injuries and even death,
can and do occur regularly. It's the Ying and

¢t i Yang paradox that's both the appeal and the deter-

rent to this sport.

lt's super expensive! You can have fun on a

and the shoe string breaks, you're easily -
tempted to go for the haughtier Gucci "_-S_
loafers or the red soled Louboutin heels .-
(yeah | dropped that reference. Deal = 7
with it). There is a need, for speed (sad-"__°
ly | just quoted Tom Cruise) and . ~73 %=
that comes at a cost. Once e

you're feel like you're getting
the hang of this hobby, you're
like, “well | need to improve
my car.” And its more than
just the price of the carand——
said performance parts, it's the

shoe string budget, but once you're bitten < 5:\

1

entry fees, the
hotels, the gas to
and from the
track, the
trail- 7

oy

t h e

age... :
and (4

then... ' ‘,“ ,/ 5
things” <& i
breakl! -\!:éh--“ ==

Peop|e{ &-‘}hﬁ‘t o
(spous- S
e s
don’t un-

derstand why things break so often. Which brings us

to our next point.

'I.\‘1 3

[

This hobby can create duress in relationships.
Once a car or two gets totaled, or engines blown,
well...you can imagine the fall out. My significant
other came to my first few races 20 years ago. Vacil-
lating between being bored to tears and terrified
when my car didn’t come around the next
lap she decided that she’d rather stay
home. When she found out the price to
enter the race, for the motel, the price of
the gas to race and to trailer the car to
and fro she said “That's the same price
; as a weekend in Manhattan or in Punta
~ Cana —or the Bahamas! Well, it's your
money!” Rolling her eyes
in dissatisfaction at
the same time.

2s——And there is
the rub.
Not
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nancial arrangements and many significant others
get tired of the expense at some point. Derision starts
to creep into conversations. | would ask “Do you
want fo go to Carmel by the Sea this summer2”
“Why? Is there a racetrack nearby2” “Well, now that
you mention it...” For me, Vintage Race weekends

become Brothers & Sisters in

Scuba Diving

The Appeal: Its another world. Two-thirds.of the plan-
et is beneath the surface of the waves and its barely ex-
plored. Like many people of my generation | was mes-
merized by the Undersea World of Jacques Cousteau
Along with TV shows like Sea Hunt with Lloyd Bridges
and the marionette show Stingray with Troy Tempest and
his sidekick Roy, | was fascinated with the idea of breath-
ing underwater and swimming among the creatures.
My father had a subscription to National Geographic
and the colors that were lacking on our B&W television
came screaming to life on the Nat Geo pages.

racing  time!

Once one gets past the anxiety brought on by a
heaving vessel on the open seas and broiling equa-
torial sun on your wet-suit before hitting the water it's
a pretty relaxing hobby relative to motor racing. As
you descend into the depths you feel the temperature
change as the pressures mounts and you equalize the
pressure in your ears. The sights you behold are in-
describable and dlien relative to land. The weight-
lessness is.quite peaceful and Zen (there’s that word
again). It's what one might imagine flying is like. If
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you get into a current along the side of a reef you can
just float along and see marine life without doing
much other than breathing.

Two of the most religious experiences I've had are the two
fimes I've come face-fo-face with Manta Rays.

Once off the Pacific Coast of Costa Rica and

once in the lagoon of Bora Bora. Benevolent

creatures with wing spans the size of cars. One is

humbled in their presence. They circdle around
you..come right ot you...then tum away at

the last second. When you reach fo
touch them they quickly move

their “wings” and you feel =
their majestic power in the

current as they pull away just

lke that.

0.2

lt's not all Zen though. Adrendline
and excitement are peaking when
you are wreck diving or cave/ ]
cavern diving as the idea of ] \
not having a direct pathto e
the surface is claustro-

phobic for many. The fg:
cave systems of the Yu-
catan are endless and
the idea of being lost
forever definitely plays
minds games on you.

- 48

Much like the camaraderie in ({ =
the paddock of a race event,
people at dive resorts and on :
board the dive boats are gener-

ally chill, interesting people and

non pretentious.

The Downside: It's dangerous. Depending on
what statistics you're looking at, scuba diving is more
dangerous than auto racing. Most surveys put it
among things like Base Jumping, Hang Gliding,
Mountain Climbing, Bungee Jumping and Sky Div-
ing. Sadly I'lest a colleague to a Scuba Diving acci-
dent this past October. There is the prospect of run-
ning out of air, but also the possibility of
decompression sickness from surfacing too quickly.
Getting separated from your buddy or carried away
by a current is always something that can happen.

Other than shipwreck diving in the Great Lakes, there
aren’t many dive opportunities in the Midwest (where |
live) unless one likes green, murky, low visibility diving in
cold water. For me this hobby requires traveling to a
destination best suited to the hobby. And thats where the
money comes into play. Diving unto itself is akin to a
round of golf, but flying and lodging can be expen-
sive. Once again, if you and your spouse don't

both enjoy the hobby, one is exploring the fath-

oms while the other is lounging on the beach.

. Creating Art

The Appeal: Pulling something out

of nothing is what the creative pro-

cess is all about. Envisioning some-

thing in your head and then being

able to express it in a way that

you can see with your eyes instead

of your mind’s eye is a joy to behold.

\ i And if others can enjoy it, well that's
where the ego part comes into play.
Nobody can say it's wrong and no-
body has to like it, but you. That’s the

‘ appeal. Its generally not expensive to

)

create art and if you are decent at it
you can even make a living doing it
(but then it is no longer a hobby).

There are just so many kinds of art
mediums that if you get bored with one
form you can try another. Painting,
drawing, designing, photographing,
sculpting, casting, welding, etc. The
combinations are endless.

Having your art hanging on the walls in a gallery is.a great
experience, but then having someone enjoy your creation
so much so that they buy it. Once again," sublime.

The Downside: Inspiration. When the muse isn’t
there, well, there just isn’t any creating. Another down-
side is the frustration of not being able to manifest
what it is in your head. Otherwise, not too many neg-
atives when it comes to this hobby.

Making Music/Performing

The Appeal: The appeal of songwriting is very sim-
ilar to creating visual art. Suddenly there’s something
aural in the air that didn’t exist before. It's quite satis-
fying. And if you're a lyricist as well, then the potential

for self expressive joy is twofold! Creating music that
one finds joyful fulfills the mastery side of the equation,
but performing live in front of an audience is where
the ego side of the equation comes into play.

Performing in front of a live audience that gives posi-
tive feedback to your creations is a thrilling, adrena-
line jolt all i's own. If you’re someone who thrives on
adulation (that would be me) basking in the attention
of admirers while you perform is the definition of living
in the limelight. It's definitely living “in the moment” as
each live performance is different.

And if one is lucky enough to have their song make it
onto the airwaves of a radio station, the ego stroking
payback is next level. There's nothing like hearing your
song on the radio.

The Downside: Everybody is a critic. More so than
with visual art, people feel no compunction about fell-
ing you what's wrong with your music. The other big
ego killing downside is playing to an empty room. It
really brings you back to earth. The final downside to
this creative process is if you feel the need to record
your music, it can be an expensive process fo get stu-
dio time, mixing time, producing etc. Though it's easi-
er and cheaper than it once was with the advent of the
home  computer.

If you like this feature and
you have some hobbies fA®
you'd like to compare \
feel free to write up
something in this for-
mat and send it fo the
VSCDA office at vsc-
da@vscda.org At
tention: Vintage
Spirit Hobbies.
Check out Marc
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Running On Fumes
By Marc Frost

any of you know me as the unconventional

guy who ran a Group 8 Fiat sedan for years,

before switching over to a 1st Gen Honda
Civic in Group 2. I'll be the first to admit, for a guy
who is a pretty buttoned upped, conservative physi-
cian, that my faste in cars runs on the strange side.
But if you think that my quirkiness in hobbies ends
there, well, you better fasten your seat belt.

-

e J& v, ';5:’ 'i‘-

L T of

By : e d :
efu g P W
# ..":‘lt 4 . F

‘...‘I' 3

il

| love doing ultramarathons.

For the uninitiated, an ultramarathon is any race lon-
ger than a marathon, which is 26.2 miles. Typical
distances are 50K (31 miles), 50 miles, 100K (62
miles), 100 miles, and even longer. But it's not just
the longer distance. Most ultras (short for ultramara-
thon) are trail races, complete with mud, roots, water
crossings, snow, and hills. And boy, are there some
hills! In the Boston Marathon, there is 550 feet total
of climbing (uphill portions). I've done 50Ks which
- were a mere six miles
longer, but featured sev-
en times as much climb-
" ing. And then there’s the
s weather. 12" of snowfall
during a race, waist deep
35 degree water crossings
from 6” of rain, tornado
touchdowns, temps rang-
ing from 5 degrees to 99
degrees — I've run through
it all. I've even survived
TWO  near lightning
strikes. Rain at a vintage
race?¢ Just a minor annoy-
ance, in comparison.

One of the things | like
about ultras is the com-
petitive balance. 50 year

' olds often finish ahead of
25 year olds. Experience
counts. Also, you offen get
to walk up to the start line
with the world’s best ath-
: letes. Women compete on
" equal footing with men.
~ Last year, 52 year old
Francesca Muccini  won
- the Vol State 314 mile

P race in 3 days, 10 hours,

8 sem and 49 minutes. That's
= right, she averaged almost

100 miles a day, using only 70 minutes of sleep TO-
TAL during the 3+ days. Someone needs to break the
news to LeBron James that he is merely a very good
athlete, not an elite one, the next time he takes a
game off to rest.

In ultras, it's actually a cov-

eted badge of honor called
DFL. That's the abbreviation
for “Dead F---ing Last”.

As for myself, I'm on the other end of the competi-
tive spectrum. Many racers can’t fathom how | can
handle finishing in the back of the pack. In ultras, it's
actually a coveted badge of honor called DFL. That's
the abbreviation for “Dead F---ing Last”. Finishing is
never a given in ultras. I've had my share of DFLs,
and was actually annoyed that | missed out on some
others. But a DFL isnt necessarily a sign of a bad
race. | once did a 62 miler where, after crossing the
finish line in a blistering (literally) 17 hours and 45
minutes, | was awarded 10th overall, 1st in my age
group, and DFL. It certainly helped that, due to 10+
hours of severe thunderstorms during the night (the
race started at 4 PM), 42 of my 52 fellow runners
dropped out, including all 5 of the other guys in my

Photo:
Bill Nesius

age group. So even the blind squir-
rel finds an acorn every once in a
while.

At 62, | know my ultra days are
numbered. My biologic clock isn’t
just ticking - the alarm actually
went off 5-6 years ago. The next
race could be my last. I've torn a
meniscus in my knees three times
(all non-running related), and two
subsequent surgeries over the last
5 years means |'ve had to adapt,
switching to walking instead of run-
ning. | was able to rehab the most
recent forn meniscus this August
without surgery, so it brought forth
a salient decision: quit ultras, you ask? Nah, just time
for one last big hurrah. So | signed up for the Last
Annual Heart of the South, a 350 mile race over ten
days June, 2021. I's not just the distance, requiring
averaging 35-40 miles a day that poses a challenge.
With no aid stations or crew allowed, it is termed
“non-supported”, also known as “screwed”. More-
over, we don’t even know what the course is until the
night before. We get on a bus the day before at the
finish line in NE Georgia, and ride for 350 miles to
whereabouts unknown. That night, we get the course
directions, and then 7 AM the following morning, we
head out with a backpack, credit cards, cash, and
a big sense of adventure over rural roads back to
the finish line. Finishing is never assured, but a good
story is.

There are a lot of parallels between ultra running and
vintage racing. First, it takes a high level of deter-
mination and preparation in each just to make it to
the start line. In each form of racing, competitors un-
derstand what it took their fellow racer to get there.
And there is generally a level playing field between
male and female, or young and old. And finally,
there’s bench racing, before and after both types of
events. Everybody has a story to tell, some painful,
and some hilarious. It's not about the race — it's about
the adventure.




By Brian Garcia #48 Plymouth Barracuda

niche within the sports world. Road racing is an

even smaller piece of that pie. Then subdivide
that down to Vintage / Historic racing and you have
a pretty small corner of the world. Want to make it
even smaller? Drive a big hulking 50 year old sedan
on a road course and you end up in a pretty exclu-
sive club - mostly because everybody thinks you're
mentally a few quarts low and stays away from you ;)
| love muscle cars. | cut my teeth as a kid helping with
a giant 70 Cuda Autocross /
Hillclimb car and the hook |
set hard. While big mopars
had their heyday in drag
racing and stock car racing,
their time in road racing was &
a frustroting|y short footnote
in the golden era of SCCA
Trans Am racing. | never ex-
perienced it - born too late |
guess. Even so, the cars and
characters from that time captured my imagination
and have never let go. That is why, God help me, |
built and race a Plymouth that spreads a ton and a
half of girth along 16’ of dark blue metal to varying
degrees of success with VSCDA in Group 6.

Today if you are into racing you are in a small

As anyone that has ever attended well knows, Group
6 is always well subscribed at the ELVF. And why
shouldn’t it be2 Road America gives plenty of room
for the big bores to properly pound the ground down
the famously |ong stroights. The top 10 routine|y run
sub 2:30s these days but the fields are big enough
where even those of us running mid pack can have a
good race. But that's at Road America
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VSCDA doesn't just run at Road America. We vis-
it GingerMan, Blackhawk, and Grattan every year.
And while support for those races have been propor-
tionately good amongst other race groups, the same
can’t be said for Group 6. The big bores have for
the most part stayed at home if the destination was
outside of Sheboygan County. Over the past several
seasons there has been a small group of regulars
growing at the Blackhawk events and there has been
some great racing. Gingerman has had less par-
ticipation and Grattan has
had virtually none when it
comes to V8s. | would like
to change that. After all, the
heroes of Trans Am back in
the day ran all manner of
tracks big and small. Why
shouldn’t we?

I'm biased, for sure. Black-
hawk is and always will be
my favorite track - yes, even
with my land yccht. The extra cha”enge of running a
smaller, busier track is a thrill. It's more of a thrill, of
course, when there are other cars to run with. That's
why | have decided to make an effort to try to get
more big cars out fo the smaller tracks. Altruistically,
I'm trying to help the club and race chairs by get-
ting more cars registered while also trying to help
my competitors that maybe haven’t experienced the
other tracks expand their horizons. Selfishly, I'm just
trying fo get more cars out to play with :)

So here is what | am offering - the V8 Short Track
Challenge Series. For 2021, this will consist of Feature
Races at GingerMan, The Blackhawk Classic, Grattan,

and Blackhawkioberfest. The features will be open to
any V8 Powered Production car that is classified as
part of VSCDA's Group 6 or G70+. Like the Spridget
and TABS series before it, points will be accumulated
at each event toward a season championship. Drivers
that compete in the first three events will also receive
a discounted entry for Blackhawkioberfest. The race
chairs of all of those events are on board and defails
on the points will be posted soon. Big thanks to Don
Kelly, Ron Soave, Jeff Porasik, and Kurt Marquardt for
their support on making this happen!

So what's the point of all of this2 To have fun. What
the hell is the point of all this if we’re not enjoying it.
Beyond bringing Group 6 racing to the masses, | am
hoping to build some of the comradery that | have
seen the other series foster in their respective groups.
We can race hard on the track but it’s just as much
fun to bench race after. There will be a podium after
each feature and a get together for telling lies while
the cars cool. On the flip side of the coin, there are

things that this series is not. It's not a slight on Road
America or the ELVF - it's just a chance to focus on
shorter courses. It's not a chance to play scrutineer
or rule maker. It's simple - does it have a V82 Is it a
production car? Does it fit a Group 6 or G70 class?
Does it have approved tires2 Has your entry and
tech been accepted by the Club2 Cool - you're in.
Lastly, it is definitely not meant to encourage racing
outside of the spirit or tenants of Vintage Racing as

defined by the Club.

If you've read this far congrats and thanks for stick-
ing with me. I'll have more details posted in the next
week or so. In the meantime feel free to reach out
with any questions. Even if you can’t run all four
events, | am hoping that you'll give some serious
consideration to trying one of them. There is fun to
be had below terminal velocity. Tired of being dis-
placement shamed2 Come on out and show that big
cubes aren't just for big tracks. Thanks!

A Photo Pass to the Amazing 1960s

by Ron Nelson

A photo journey from Ruﬂdzlmerma,the Indy 500,
Watkins Glen Fi, Meadowdale and much more.

Long time friend of Road America and the VSCDA Ron Nelson has a new coffee table book out which is
a perfect Holiday gift for that racer in your life that already has too many tools. This above historic image
(unadulterated with Godzilla) in majestic color, along with 534 other race images over 161 pages is now
available in his book A Photo Pass to the Amazing 1960s. A forward by Bobby Rahal and Steve Zautke
wrote the intro for the Milwaukee Mile section of the book. You can use this link to purchase a copy. Please
support a lifelong contributor to our sport! http://www.elkhartlakesracingmuseum.com/page-4/
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The Hakosuka Nissan Skyline GT-R was a legend well

» HAGERTY

“ CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

before it was named “Godzilla”

Brendan McAlleer

When the mighty twin-turbo-
charged R32 Nissan Skyline GT-R
laid waste to a field of Fords and
Holdens during its first foray into
Australia, a local journalist dubbed
the car Godzilla. The name stuck,
and would become synonymous
with the fire-breathing 2+2.

But the car’s reputation was es-
tablished more than two decades
before with a small, almost nonde-
script coupe that looked a bit like a

boxy Nissan 240-Z and went like
hell. Nissan’s engineers referred
to the car by its infernal chassis
designation KPGC10, but true be-
lievers know it as Hakosuka. The
name is a portmanteau of hako,
meaning boxy, and suka, which is
short for sukarain, the type of Jap-
anese mountain road from which
the car takes its name.

The small, boxy sedan that debuted
in 1969 (the coupe came two years
later) was powered by a 2.0-li-
ter straight six. It featured double

overhead cams and three Mikuni
carburettors, made 160 horse-
power, and sounded like heaven
when you got on the gas. The car
quickly proved itself a fierce com-
petitor, winning 52 races—49 of
them in succession—during its first
three years of production.

It only took a little time on the moun-
tain roads of Hakone to understand
how the car became a legend. It's
not just the racing heritage, it's the
smell of oil and hot metal, the way
the carbs honk under full throttle,

the smoothness of the power. The
driving experience is somewhere
between nimble Datsun 510 and
revy 240Z and early BMW 6 Se-
ries, with the added experience of
having nearly everyone you pass
point and stare.

The experience feels a bit like pilot-
ing a Jaguar around some particu-
larly leafy and
uncharacteris-
tically moun-
tainous  part
of Britain, but £
the  Skyline .
is no torque-
rich  E-type.
lts small-dis-
placement in-
line-six needs
plenty of revs,
which  also
yields a glorious-sounding intake
howl from under the hood. The
ultra-heavy steering is a workout
for your forearms. Grip is de-
cent thanks to a fully independent
semi-trailing rear suspension, but
the Skyline nevertheless takes focus
to hustle along these narrow lanes.

The payoff of the car’s sound, sub-
lime handling, and analog feel is
worth the effort. The straight-six

has a uniquely raspy tenor, the
steering has the typical woolly im-
precision of an old car but still pro-
vides feedback, and you feel every
ripple of the pavement through the
rigid suspension. Yet even in its old

age, this GT-R feels potent.

Despite the car’s prodigious pow-
er, gorgeous styling, and racing

success, the GT-R didn't sell well.
The oil embargo hurt high-rev-
ving sports cars as much as it did
big-displacement muscle cars, and
buyers tended to favor fuel-effi-
cient compacts. The last one rolled
off the line in 1973, and Nissan
didn’t revive the model until intro-
ducing the R32 in 1989. The car
has grown faster and more techno-
logically sophisticated with every
generation, and although they're

all known by the nickname Godzil-
la, the first deserves to be called
something more: A legend.

Editor Note: The #10 GT-R shown
on the opposit page is one of
only a rare few left in the world
and possilby the ONLY Hakosuka
GT-R race car in the United States.
This 1972 model was a competi-
ton-spec model that
was raced in peri-
" od. Few Hakosu-
ka GT-R race cars
survived the era.
It was owned by
Shigeru Watanabe,
a self-professed
“God of GT-R”
who once worked
as a mechanic at
Prince Sports Cor-
ner before opening
his own shop. Watanabe passed
away and his entire collection was
auctioned last year.

Nissan may have built 1,197 Ha-
kosuka GT-Rs, but there are only a
handful of GT-Rs with historic race
eligibility left in the world, and that
makes this one instantly worth its
¥31,900,000 (USD $289,500 at
current exchange rates) sale price
and then some.
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